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Paging “Comrade Olgin” 


To err is human—to admit, un- 
usual, for Communists at any rate. It 
was therefore with some surprise that 
we read the article of M. Olgin, Jew- 
ish Communist spokesman, in the 
Morning Freiheit admitting the error 
of the Communist ways in connection 
with the riots in Palestine in 1929. 
What caused this sudden reevaluation 
of history after nine years had passed? 
Olgin himself gives the answer when 
he says that certain memories linger, 
suspicion continues in the minds of 
many Jews and questions are asked. 
And so, to eradicate the memories 
of the Jewish masses and to allay their 
suspicion of the Communists Mr. 
Olgin explains “that in the heat of 
battle against Zionism, overeager to 
prove that an Arab uprising against 
British domination in Palestine was 
justified . . . we Communists failed 
to stress that the aim of the Arab 
movement, that of national liberation, 
by no means justified the murder of 
innocent Jews, as it was done on a 
largé scale in 1929.” (Our italics.) 
But this latest explanation somehow 
fails to achieve its aim and we are 
still inclined to ask Mr. Olgin: Is it 
only Jarge scale murder of innocents 
that is justified? Is small scale mur- 
der such as shooting of a Jewish 
farmer from ambush or the murder of 
a Jewish child by a bomb thrown by 
Arab nationalists justified? However, 
those who remember the events of 
1929 will recollect that it wasn’t only 
a matter of justifying the violence on 
the part of the Communists. The 
headlines in the Communist press of 
that time which announced such “‘au- 
thentic” news as “Jewish Battalions 
Ravage Arab villages”, were more than 
mere errors. 

Olgin’s admission of error evoked a 
strong and bitter response in the Jew- 
ish press and he proceeded to explain 
at considerable length what he had 
meant, for it appears that again his 
motives were “misunderstood”. A 
little vituperation against opponents 
is supposed to help the process of 
clarification and he blithely classified 
his critics as “the most reactionary 
trend both in Zionism and in Social- 
Democracy and Red baiting is their 
daily bread”. Since his critics were 
Socialists and labor Zionists we fail to 
see who the Communists consider to 
be the least reactionary trend in Zion- 
ism. P 


But habit remains deeply rooted 
with Mr. Olgin and when he insists 
that his remarks were addressed to 
“the people” and not to the Zionist 
leaders, he merely repeats the Com- 
munist tactic of the _ when they 
sought the sympathy of Socialist work- 


ers by attempting to discredit the 
This policy then 


Socialist leaders. 
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failed with tragic results. It is also 


doomed now. 


Bothered by Conscience 


The mayors of the Aryan German 
colonies in Palestine appeared before 
the commission investigating the par- 
tition of Palestine and declared that 
they do not wish their settlements to 
be included in the Jewish state if 
such will be established. We under- 
stand their misgivings but we would 
like to reassure them that their fears 
are unfounded. Palestine Jewry has 
shown sufficient self control to con- 
vince anyone that they are not venge- 
ful. 

The declaration of the mayors re- 
minds us of the story told by Schmar- 
yah Levin, the great Zionist leader 
who died not long ago, of his first 
visit to Palestine. As he was walk- 
ing alone along a deserted highway 
he noticed three Arabs coming. Since 
they were too close for him to re- 
treat and not wishing to betray his 
fear, he covered his face with his 





hood and proceeded on his way hoping 
that no harm would befall him. As 
the Arabs saw the tall hooded figure, 
they were also afraid and hugged the 
other side of the road. Later, Schmar- 
yah Levin explained that he was afraid 
because -he knew who they were but 
the Arabs were afraid because they 
did not know who he was. 

It appears that the Germans in 
Palestine also do not know us. Even 
now, after five years of Hitlerism, we 
still distinguish between Nazis and 
innocent Germans who _ themselves 
often bear the brunt of Nazism. 

. = * 


Refugee Conference 
(From Canadian Forum) 

Nephews and cousins of Our Lord, 
Taught by the cudgel and the cord 
To dread and shun their Aryan kin 
Turn with fresh hope to newer skies; 
And promptly Canada replies, 
“Too bad. There’s no room at the 

inn.” 


By JOHN SMALACOMBE. 
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EDITORIALS OF THE MMONTH 


THE EVIAN CONFERENCE 
N° ONE doubts that among the governments 


which were represented at the international 
conference on refugees at Evian there were some 
that were inspired with real sympathy for the fate 
of the persecuted and the exiled and with honest 
intentions to aid them in their plight. But good 
intentions and tender sympathies are frequently 
inadequate to create an “atmosphere’’ of readi- 
ness and ability to ameliorate a tragic situation. 
The conference at Evian lacked such an atmos- 
phere. 
few exceptions—all too frequently avoided utter- 
ing “superfluous” words or “excitement”. This 
may have been due to the fact that the conference 
was born under the sign of political cowardice. 
The fear which characterized the conference 
became apparent when the Swiss government inti- 
mated that it would be pleased to have the confer- 
ence take place anywhere but on its own soil. No 
one will blame Switzerland for not wishing to risk 
the wrath of Germany. Nazi Germany is the sort 
of a neighbor which ones does well to beware of. 
Switzerland felt that it had been sufficiently “hon- 
ored” by being chosen as the home of the League 
of Nations. The republic of William Tell there- 
fore adhered to the adage that ‘charity begins 
at home” and refused to antagonize a vicious 
neighbor for the sake of maintaining its historic 


reputation of hospitality to international and. 


humanitarian gatherings. The hint of the Swiss 
government was clearly understood and no one 
took offence. Which government, after all, has 
the right to moralize the Swiss for not exhibiting 
sufficient chivalry ? 

This, however, was merely a detail and super- 
ficially it could be considered as a purely technical 
episode. There are no grounds for assuming that 
had the conference been held in Geneva instead 
of at Evian it would have ended more auspiciously. 
But this detail was not accidental. It symbolized 
the spirit of fear which marked the preparations 
for the conference as well as the negotiations and 
the decisions of the thirty-two diplomats. 

We do not undertake to declare categorically 
that Paris would have been a better home than 
London for the new international body that was 
created at Evian. But the-fact remains that in 
the original plan Paris was chosen as the seat 
of the new body. London came to be considered 
only after France hinted that the work for the 
refugees could be more conveniently conducted 
from some other center. France is also a neigh- 
bor of Germany and Berlin looked askance at the 


The majority of the delegates—with a. 


idea of Paris’ becoming a center of aid to ‘“‘na- 
tional traitors’ and members of a “low and crim- 
inal race’. Again we have an example of that 
caution which is better defined as cowardice. 

England therefore consented to house the inter- 
national commission. After all, it has to meet 
somewhere and it is inconceivable that it should be 
relegated to some cellar in Albania or Bulgaria. 
But the British representative saw to it that 
Palestine should not figure too prominently as a 
center of immigration for the Jewish refugees. 
All the other delegates understood which neighbor 
England did not want to antagonize and they 
politely refrained from asking embarassing ques- 
tions. 

It is therefore no wonder that the Evian con- 
ference ended so indecisively. No plan was elab- 
orated for the evacuation of the Jews and political 
victims from greater Germany in the course of 
the next few years. The largest number of ref- 
ugees will probably be absorbed by the U. S. 
and, relatively, by Argentine. The other coun- 
tries will do their duty by expressing sympathy 
and by admitting a small number of victims. Every 


country has its alibi and each one can point to the 
state of congestion at home—there is no room in 


the house for one fleeing a pack of wolves. It is 
true that the representative of Australia did not 
complain of overcrowding. (He knew that those 
present at Evian remembered the report which 
was submitted by an expert to the League of Na- 
tions a few years ago. This report stated that 
northern Australia alone could supply half the 
population of the world with food if it was prop- 
erly developed.) But the Australians are happy 
in that they have no race problem to contend with 
and they therefore fear to admit too many non- 
Anglo Saxon immigrants lest a race problem 
arise. It therefore seems that it is better for the 
Australians to love the Jews from afar rather than 
to hate them at close quarters. It is remarkable 
that—so far as we know—no one stopped the 
Australian racial aristocrat and no one was so 
ungallant as to remind him that his declaration 
smacked of Hitlerism and that he had no moral 
right to come to Evian, where victims of racial- 
ism were to be helped, with statements concerning 
the ‘‘chosen’’ nature of the Anglo Saxon race. 

But whatever the causes, the fact remains that 
no large scale plan of salvation through emigra- 
tion was worked out at Evian. Large numbers of 
Jews will be forced to live—to live and to die 
slowly, in need and in humiliation—for many years 
to come in Germany and in Austria. The thou- 
sands that will be saved through the aid of the 
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body that was founded at Evian do not solve the 
problem of the much greater numbers for whom 
the world has no room. We can find some justi- 
fication for those countries that realy find it diff- 
cult to absorb large numbers of immigrants with- 
out fundamentally reorganizing their economic 
life. In order to admit hundreds of thousands 
of immigrants, some countries must find a rational 
solution to some of their own economic problems. 
For this they are not ready yet. But the thirty-two 
countries that were represented at Evian had an- 
other alternative which they dared not consider. 
They could have declared with the full social and 
political authority which they possess that under 
the present conditions and in the present atmos- 
phere of confusion and violence they can find no 
radical solution to the problem of Jewish ref- 
ugees, but that they do not undertake to aid Ger- 
many rid itself of the Jews. On the contrary, they 
could have declared that they hold the present 
German government—which lives on earth and 
not on an isolated planet and must therefore come 
in constant contact with other countries—respons- 
ible for the welfare and the status of the German 
and Austrian Jews. 


The only participant at the conference, who had 
the courage to pose the problem in that light, was 
the representative of a small and weak country. 
Professor Jephes, the delegate from Colombia, 


was the only “Don Quixote” who raised the prob- 
lem to its proper level. “Can a country,” he 
asked, “allow itself to repudiate the civil rights 
of an entire category of its population and to trans- 
form them into homeless people? May any coun- 
try employ the cruel and barbarous ‘dumping sys- 
tem’ of forcing elements undesirable to themselves 
upon other lands? If the Evian conference will 
do nothing to solve this basic problem,” he pointed 
out, “then it will become a ‘wailing wall’ before 
which many persecuted and oppressed people will 
come to seek aid, but the aid which they will re- 
ceive will be of doubtful value.” The representa- 
tive of Colombia added that “under present con- 
ditions in Europe the number of refugees may in- 
crease constantly. These may be victims of politi- 
cal upheavals, Jews and non-Jews, Catholics, Fa- 
scists and anti-Fascists, Communists and Repub- 
licans, all those who will be displaced by the rulers 
of totalitarian states. And who knows,” he asked, 
“whether the evil example of the old world may 
not be transmitted to the new world?’ His 
speech was a protest against the method of seeking 
for inadequate palliatives which dominated the 
conference. ‘The task of the statesmen gathered 
is to strike at the root of the evil which afflicts 
the world today.” 


But the statement of Professor Jephes remain- 
ed a voice calling in the wilderness. The confer- 
ence politely heard his remarks and proceeded to 
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its agenda of finding palliatives although all the 
delegates knew that Wagner, the observer from 
Poland, was waiting for the closed sessions of the 
sub committees in order to present the problem 
of “evacuating” the Jews of his own country and 
that the observer from Rumania warned that his 
country would soon be forced to demand “‘equal- 
ity” in the matter of ridding itself of its own Jews. 

It is true that the terms of reference of the 
conference did not envision such a treatment of the 
problem. ‘The conference gathered in order to 
remove the Jews and the politically dissident 
elements from Germany and not to dictate 
terms to the German government. But such 
“evasions” of terms of reference have occurred 
in the past and if the conference at Evian had been 
imbued with a greater awareness of the tragedy of 
the situation, with greater vision and courage— 
(more correctly, the governments who backed the 
conference )—then such an evasion would have 
been the most logical and human path to follow. 

The thirty-two countries represented at Evian 
could and should have declared to Germany, and 
through it to other potential Germanies, that there 
is a law and there is judgment; that even today 
there exists a minimum of international respons- 
ibility and something resembling an international 
conscience. It should have declared that the 
manner in which a country treats parts of its popu- 
lation, religious, national or racial minorities, is 
not an internal but an international concern. That 
the disenfranchisement and exile of hundreds of 
thousands of Jews from greater Germany creates 
a difficult international problem and that in order 
to maintain more or less normal relations with 
the thirty-two countries Germany must concede 
certain minimum demands in the matter of the 
treatment of its population. 

Would such a declaration help? 

We are aware of the scepticism with which such 
suggestions are received. Hitler’s greatest victory 
consists in that during the five years of his rule the 
statesmen of the other countries lost their self 
confidence and their faith in the political efficiency 
of their governments. In order to fight Hitlerism 
the governments must relearn not to underestimate 
their strength and not to overestimate the strength 
and the readiness of the Third Reich. If Berlin 
should be confronted with an actual threat of 
isolation—thirty-two countries on three continents 
can isolate Germany if they want to—it would 
soon change its tune. This would also have a 
sobering effect on several other countries which 
are preparing to introduce into their own laws the 
anti-Jewish paragraphs of the Hitler regime. In 
time the psychosis of Jew baiting would vanish also 
in other lands. But faith in their own strength 
was lacking at Evian because the governments 
that were represented there lacked it. They 
also lacked the minimum of political chivalry 
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which can lead statesmen and states to decisive 
action. 

But why complain against Evian? If so many 
governments had not so grossly exaggerated the 
strength of Hitler Germany and if they had under- 
stood the cowardice which lurks behind Nazi 
sadism and its oppression of the weakest and the 
most defenceless (a primary sign of cowardice), 
if they had been capable of honestly consulting 
each other, then they would not have been swept 
away by that fear which encourages irresponsi- 
bility and international crime, and the whole world 
might have looked different today. 


THE BLOODSHED IN HAIFA 
EING SO far removed from the scene of the 


crime in Haifa which resulted in more than 
fifty casualties we can merely speculate as to who 
the guilty party was. We are under the impres- 
sion that the matter is not entirely clear even in 
Palestine. The Jewish National Council of Pales- 
tine issued a statement in which it places responsi- 
bility for the bloodshed in Haifa on Arabs who 
planted the bomb with the aim of provoking civil 
war. The Jewish National Council is a responsible 
and authoritative body and it would not have 
made such an allegation if it did not have some 
grounds for it. But it apparently lacks definite 
information that would enable it to point to the 
persons who were guilty of the crime and who 
were ready to shed the blood of other Arabs if 
only to provoke the murder of a still greater num- 
ber of Jews. Such an act could only have been 
inspired by the general staff of the Mufti who 
operates from his “exile” in the Lebanon. But 
so long as the persons who.executed the order 
of the Mufti cannot be pointed out clearly, neither 
the government nor those Arabs, who are unac- 
quainted with the strategy of the terrorists 
will accept this declaration as convincing. The 
same is true of the second supposition that the 
outrage in Haifa was provoked by a foreign 
power interested in fomenting greater unrest in 
Palestine. As long as the agents of the “foreign 
power” were not caught red handed it will be 
dificult to convince the Arabs that the Jews had 
nothing to do with it. 


Throughout the riots of the past two years, 
Jews did not have to resort to proofs that they did 
not shed innocent blood. The Arabs as well as 
the British knew that Jews did not retaliate and 
that they used arms for self defense solely. The 
trial of ben Yoseph undermined this conviction. 
This trial legally established the fact that even 
among Jews there are individuals capable of de- 
stroying life according to the jungle methods of 
the Arab terrorists. It is also a well known fact 
that when the last attempts were made to save 
the life of ben Yoseph and it was hoped that a 
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statement condemning retaliation signed by all 
Jewish political groups would achieve this end, 
there was one political group which refused to sign 
such a declaration although ben Yoseph was a 
member of that group. This fact, that a small 
group, refused to renounce retaliation in violation 
of Zionist discipline is now being exploited by 
Arab demagogues to arouse blood feud sentiments 
among the Arabs. Thé most savage acts of Arab 
terrorists or of agents of foreign governments will 
now be ascribed to Jews whenever the real culprits 
will not be caught. Foreign fascist agents and 
native Arab fascists will now be able to shed the 
blood of Arabs and of Christian and Mohamme- 
dan pilgrims and to place the blame on the Jews. 
Their propagandists have been armed with a new 
weapon: alarming the Moslem world of the dan- 
ger of Jewish terrorism. What all this may lead 
to is not hard to imagine. 


“Super patriots” are a danger to any country 
and to every nation. They are also a danger in 
our midst. But it is not too late for our ‘‘extrem- 
ists’ in Palestine to realize the situation that has 
been created as a result of their pathologic ideol- 
ogy and to renounce the methods which can bring 
only destruction to Zionism and to the Jewish com- 
munity in Palestine. If they are still capable of 
learning they must draw the necessary conclusions 
from the horrifying act of savagery which was 
perpetrated in Haifa. 


NO HOLDS ARE BARRED 


bre RECENT conviction of a member of the 
Nazi German American Settlement League by 
a jury in Suffolk County Court for violating the 
New York State Civil Rights Law on oath bound 
societies has raised in liberal circles some import- 
ant questions on freedom of speech and the toler- 
ation of minority views. Briefly, it is argued that 
the conviction was merely a means of suppressing 
by judicial force the incipient Nazi movement. 
Suppression of opinion, under any guise is anti- 
democratic. The view is advanced that the best 
way of combatting Nazism is to let its views be 
aired publicly. The sunlight of truth, liberals 
claim, will kill the destructive germs of fascism. 


Whether the indictment of the Nazis was motiv- 
ated by anti-fascist feeling or not is out of the 
question. The fact is that there was a violation of 
an existent statute on the part of the defendants. 
It would be equally logical to argue that District 
Attorney Dewey’s indictment of Jimmy Hines is 
unfair because it may have political motives. These 
men violated the law, they must face the conse- 
quences of their act. 


The broader objection of principle is yet to be 
weighed. Is it sound liberal doctrine today to 
say that the Nazis should have unimpaired free- 
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dom of speech because in the arena of conflicting 
ideas, false doctrines are bound to be defeated? 
Such indeed is the classical liberal view; in the con- 
flict of ideas, if freedom is allowed for expression 
and debate, the truth will win. 


It is no intellectual fortuity that this view re- 
ceived its classical formulation by John Stuart Mill 
who also wrote ‘The Principles of Political Econ- 
omy” which expounded the same view in econom- 
ics. Let there be an open competitive market for 
goods and the producer of the best products will 
win out. Present day liberals no longer hold to 
lassez-faire in economics. Events have taught 
them that there is no such thing as a free, competi- 
tive market for goods, that even in the best ap- 
proximation of such a non-existent state, the 
producer of the best goods will not always win. 
Economic history in the last thirty years exploded 
economic lassez-faire. Political history since the 
war has exploded intellectual lassez-faire. 


For the fact is that truth of itself cannot win. 
The fact is that the advocates of falsehood can 
do what the sophists long ago taught and make 
the worse reason appear the better. Hitler’s 
opponents had truth on their side, liberals believe, 
but they are now in the concentration camp. ~ 

In a fight where the enemy gives no quarter, 
the Marquis of Queensbury’s rules do not apply. 
If democracy has any worth, if liberals believe it 
has any worth, then it is worth fighting for. And 
when the enemy is fascism, no holds are barred, 
no punches illegal. This, of course, doesn’t mean 
that we should use Nazi methods to combat Naz- 
ism. But if a law is on the statute books, and if it 
is constitutional, let us not hesitate to invoke it. 
Liberals, please don’t pull your punches. 


HOSPITALITY FOR THE PRIVILEGED 
A REPRESENTATIVE of the Mexican gov- 


ernment recently informed a delegation of 
Jews that Mexico is ready to do its share toward 
the solution of the Jewish refugee problem. No 
immigration permits were issued so far because 
the Mexican government is still awaiting a detailed 
report of its representative at the Evian confer- 
ence. 

We cannot predict how much the Mexican gov- 
ernment will do after it will have studied the 
report from Evian. But there is little ground for 
optimism when we consider the fact that certain 
Mexican officials are meanwhile planning to deport 
a number of Jews who, so they claim, entered the 
country illegally. Deportation of homeless men, 
even if we assume that they did not conform to 
all the formalities of the law, is a poor beginning 
toward solving the needs of the refugees. 


No more encouraging is the unofficial report 
cnocerning the regulations which Mexico plans to 
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establish to regulate Jewish immigration. If this 
report, which comes from well informed sources, 
is correct than we have every reason to doubt the 
sincerity of the intentions of the Mexican govern- 
ment to ameliorate the fate of the Jews of Central 
Europe. According to this report the residential 
rights of the immigrants will be limited; they 
will not be allowed to settle in the Federal District. 
Only those immigrants who possess considerable 
capital will be permitted to settle in the capitals of 
the 28 states. The contemplated plan contains 
one regulation which is even more discouraging. 
Immigrants will be denied the right of employ- 
ment in all industrial and commercial establish- 
ments. Legally they will be entitled to engage 
in agricultural and in industrial enterprises only as 
manufacturers. So far as commerce is concerned 
they will be allowed to engage in exporting Mexi- 
can goods to foreign countries but they will be 
prohibited from participating in local trade. 


It is hard to visualize how all these regulations 
could be enforced in Mexico under the present 
political regime. It would entail the establish- 
ment of a passport system to check on the immi- 
grants and also on the native population. The 
existence of a “pale of settlement”, such as exist- 
ed in Czarist Russia, and wide powers for the 
police are in direct contradiction to the Mexican 
constitution which is one of the most progressive 
in the world. The projected regulations contain 
the germ of regimentation and smack of fascism. 
Mexican democrats should seriously consider 
whether limiting the liberties of one section of the 
population will not endanger the very foundations 
of the liberal regime. 


But even if we overlook the political aspects 
of the proposed regulations, what will be their 
economic value for the persecuted Jews who must 
emigrate? Only a handful of potential immi- 
grants from Germany possess sufficient capital to 
engage in industry as employers. Only a few 
individuals have the necessary capital and contacts 
with foreign countries to engage in the export 
trade. Agricultural settlement of Jews in Mexico 
involves large investments. The remaining free 
land in Mexico is located in distant and economic- 
ally backward régions where it will be necessary 
to construct roads and to install irrigation systems 
before work can begin. The proposed regulations 
would thus limit Jewish immigration into Mexico 
to a small number of relatively wealthy people. 
The proletarian-peasant government of Latin 
America is ready to extend hospitality to a small 
group of Jewish bourgeois. For Jews who seek a 
home and employment there appears to be no 
room even in the Mexico of Cardenas and Tole- 
dano. We will be forced to come to this sad con- 
clusion if the above mentioned regulations are 
adopted by the Mexican government. 
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FREE SPEECH ON THE BENCH 


HE AMERICAN bench has frequently been 

accused of handing down decisions which 
placed private property above inalienable human 
rights. This allegation enlightened jurists per- 
sistently denied. But now, a recent verdict is- 
sued by Vice-Chancellor Berry of New Jersey 
more than substantiates that charge. Justice 
Berry, when offering his decision on the right of 
the Furniture Workers’ Union to distribute circu- 
lars, went so far as to formally justify anti-civil 
liberty practices. He did so by contending prop- 
erty rights to be natural, absolute, and “‘basic’’. 
“If the government fails to perform its duty” in 
protecting private property, preached the Vice- 
Chancellor, “it is the privilege of the citizen to 
protect his own”. But, on the other hand, ruled 
the Jersey court, the right of free speech is only 
“a so-called right”. Even though free speech is 
expressly guaranteed by our Constitution, that 
guarantee must be taken with a grain of salt. 
For after all, in the “unbiased” judgment of Jus- 
tice Berry, free speech is “more in the nature of a 
privilege than a right in the strict sense of the 
word”. ‘Therefore, brazenly argued the Jersey 
jurist, when the supposedly superior property in- 
terests of the Metropolitan Upholstery Company 
of New Jersey wish to prevent a labor union from 
handing the public any printed announcements, 
then property rights must supersede the free 
speech “privilege”. The “inherent and absolute 
rights” of property, summarized Justice Berry, are 
“naturally” superior to the mere “qualified right 
or privilege” of free speech. This class-biased 
doctrine, shamelessly enunciated by a jurist from 
Hague’s domain, ought certainly to be challenged 
without delay. We earnestly hope that Furniture 


The Threat of Revisionist Irresponsibility 


Fok YEARS we pleaded with the Revisionists 
and we demanded of them: “Don’t light 
matches where there are barrels full of powder; 
don’t imitate the tacticts of struggle of our non 
Jewish neighbors; suppress your desire to make 
life “spectacular.” They always answered us with 
gnashing teeth, with hatred and with condemna- 
tion. They said: ‘You are traitors and cowards; 
you are lackeys of the British government and 
agents of the Communist International; you are 
vegetarian pacifists who seek the friendship of 
the Arabs. Shall we learn from you? Shall we 


heed your advice and your demands?” 
As Jews and as Zionists we parted ways with 
the Revisionists. 


Each did what he believed in 
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Union Local 66 will at once appeal the vicious 
Berry decision and carry its appeal, if need be, to 
the Supreme Court. The specious argumentation 
propping up Justice Berry's ruling involves noth- 
ing less than the entire issue of American civil 
liberties. 


BENJAMIN CARDOZO 


“He POSSESSED a righteousness worthy of 
a great prophet.” Thus was Cardozo de- 
scribed by those who knew him well, and it is 
perhaps the highest tribute that can be paid to any 
man of this age. 

Benjamin Cardozo was descended from the 
early Portuguese Jewish immigrants. This group 
always maintained an attitude of aloofness toward 
the other sections of the Jewish community and 
they prided themselves on their aristocratic origin. 
Cardozo did not share this attitude and he clearly 
recognized his kinship with the rest of the nation. 


His position as a Justice of the Supreme Court 
as well as his natural reserve and delicacy pre- 
vented him from being too much in the public eye 
in the role of a crusader. But he was sensitive to 
injustice and he keenly felt the humiliation and 
the persecution of the Jews in the European coun- 
tries. Oswald Garrison Villard, a close friend of 
Cardozo, declares that “the bitterest disappoint- 
ment of his last years was that with the coming of 
that bestial persecution, torturing and murdering 
of Jews in Germany and Austria and Poland, the 
conscience of America did not speak out as clearly, 
as emphatically, as historically it had in the past.” 
Cardozo waited for a similar expression on the 
part of America of today but he did not live to 
see it. Death cut him off at the age of sixty-eight. 


® by Hayim Greenberg 


and what he was capable of. Our people built 
and guarded that which they had built; our people 
sought to create opportunities for the large re- 
serves of Jewish youth throughout the world. The 
Revisionists, on the other hand, played with armies 
and navies; they trained their youth to pose in a 
spectacular manner; they educated their followers 
toward a type of heroism which sees valor in 
destruction and in death. They attracted all kinds 
of people and it would be unfair to say that their 
ranks consisted only of the refuse of society and 
Jewish youth. Hundreds of brave and honest 
boys and girls were hypnotized and charmed by 
their slogans. The energy of these young people, 
which could have been directed to constructive 











deeds, was transformed into an instrument of evil 
and of political irresponsibility. 

The results of this training have become ap- 
parent during the events of the last few weeks in 
Palestine. For over two years the country has 
been engulfed by a wave of violence. The Zion- 
ist movement and the Jewish community in Pa- 
lestine are vitally interested that the violence 
should cease. The entire world was amazed at 
the ability of thousands of brave, red blooded 
young Jewish men and women to control their 
actions, their sorrow and their just bitterness. But 
the “extremists” are dissatisfied with this attitude 
of self restraint. They are displeased with the 
leading institutions of the movement and with the 
spirit which imbues Zionism. They teach their 
youth other methods of putting out the conflagra- 
tion. Pour more oil, they say; don’t spare kero- 
sene; add fuel to the flames and the fire will burn 
itself out sooner. Revisionist youth, which is cap- 
able of sacrifices and whose energies and temper- 
ament have not found a normal outlet but have 
been guided in wrong directions, does as it is com- 
manded. It shoots where shooting is a crime. It 
throws bombs where these are a provocation. It 
attacks where attack merely increases the danger. 

Now is not the time to argue with the Revision- 
ists concerning the significance of self restraint. 
If they refused to understand it so far and have 
closed their ears and minds to its implications, 
they will not now comprehend it. It would there- 
fore be naive on our part to appeal to them again. 
But Jewish public opinion must not be misled and 
it must be reminded again that self restraint was 
of necessity our only policy in the past and if it is 
fated that the tragic events of these days should 
continue for some time to come, self restraint will 
still remain our sole policy. 

Self restraint commands to meet direct attacks 
with the maximum of resistance but not to permit 
a single shot to be fired where it is not absolutely 
necessary for the defense of Jewish life and pos- 
sessions. It also implies that we reject the bar- 
barous rule that all Arabs are responsible for the 
acts of some. We do not want the non Jewish 
world to treat us according to this rule and we 
have no right to apply it to our Arab neighbors 
in Palestine. It is true that the Arab terrorists 
acted otherwise and considered the murder of 
any Jew to be a political achievement. But we 
do not consider the Arab terrorists as our teach- 
ers; we hold it to’be beneath our dignity to 
imitate them and to adopt their morals. Their 
strategy may be “practical” and ‘“‘understandable”’ 
from their point of view. They consider every 
Jew in Palestine, even if he is the best one, to be 
an “enemy”. His very existence in the country 
strengthens the “alien” element in the land and 
weakens the position of those Arabs who seek to 
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be the sole rulers of Palestine. But can we re- 
gard each individual Arab in this light? May 
we consider any Arab in Palestine to be an enemy 
merely because he is an Arab and he lives in the 
country? Let us not forget that even today, after 


our bitter experiences of the past two years, we. 


still have no reason to generalize our attitude 
toward our Arab neighbors. We have no friends 
among the Arab politicians and leaders. But there 
exist thousands upon thousands of Arabs among 
the common people who do not participate in the 
brutal terror and savagery against the Jews. 
There are Arabs who risk their lives to warn 
Jewish settlements of impending danger. There 
are many Arabs who themselves suffer from the 
terror of the Mufti’s legions and many lost their 
lives because of their. active or passive resistance 
to the terrorists. Must we also mention the large 
number of Arabs who are indifferent politically, 
simple everyday people who look forward to the 
cessation of violence, to peace in any form, so 
that they could peacefully continue to live and to 
work and to earn their bread? We remember, and 
we want others to know, that we have no feud 
with these inarticulate, anonymous Arabs. Indis- 
criminate firing on an Arab in retaliation for a 
crime that was committed by another Arab who 
cannot be found; firing on an Arab bus which 
contains women, children and men, whose names 
are not known and who may have aided us; plant- 
ing a bomb in a cafe or a market place merely be- 
cause Arabs congregate there, these are not acts 
of Jewish or Zionist valor but are imitations of 
the “heroism” of the Arab terrorists. 

Are we motivated by moral considerations? 
Certainly! We have not yet fallen so low, we 
have not yet been infected by fascist and zoologic- 
nationalist nihilism that we should be ashamed of 
moral motives. We are also convinced that our 
moral considerations coincide with our practical 
interests. Every intelligent being will understand 
that the more the unfortunate events in Palestine 
assume the nature of a civil war, a race war be- 
tween Jews and Arabs, the worse it will be for us 
and for Zionism; it will be easier to pull political 
strings from one Arab center to another and the 
Arab demagogues and provocators, as well as our 
enemies in Europe, will be encouraged. (The 
excitement among some Transjordan tribes, 
which was so noticable on the border of Palestine, 
may be considered as a threatening consequence 
of the occurrences in Haifa and Jerusalem. ) 

Does it mean that Arabs may do things which 
we may not? Yes, we accept such inequality. 
History brought us into a country with a back- 
ward and misguided population. The situation is 
such that at present we have nothing to learn 
from them and we must consider as prohibited 
many things which Arabs allow themselves. We 
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must also bear in mind that the Arabs can lose 
little through their mistakes and crimes while every 
misstep on our part threatens our vital interests. 
Palestine is surrounded by Arab and not by Jew- 
ish lands. The Arabs in Palestine have a certain 
advantage in that it is possible to stop Jews from 
coming into Palestine while Arabs are already 
there. 


We can imagine single instances when a person 
may lose his self control, when suffering may dull 
his moral sense and dim his political conscious- 
nes, when patience gives out and a revolver fires 
“of itself” so to speak, even where no shot should 
be fired. After all, we deal with human beings 
who sometimes may be unable to govern the temp- 
tations of revenge and similar emotions. But there 
is a difference between a deed committed in a 
moment of excitement and a system of action, a 
theory and a slogan which is used to train sensi- 
tive and self sacrificing young people. There is 
a difference beween lenience in condemning the 
tragically executed Ben Yoseph—we assume that 
he could bear it no longer and in a moment of 
weakness he lost his self control—and transform- 
ing him into a national hero to serve as an ex- 
ample for others. The feeling of sorrow and 
mourning which swept the Jewish world on the 
morning that the British executioner tightened 
the noose about the neck of Ben Yoseph must 
not be transformed into glorification of the victim. 
Not every one who breathed his last upon the 
gallows, even if he did so bravely and with a 
clear realization that he was a sacrifice upon the 
altar of national interests and national honor 
(according to his conception of honor), as was 
the case with Ben Yoseph, should be made into 
a symbol for others. Inspiring as self sacrifice 
may be, it is still not enough to transform the 
victim into a saint. The fact that he was execut- 


OTTO BAUER 


HE SOCIALIST International, and the entire 
‘ labor movement have lost the most brilliant 
mind, the greatest leader of labor. in the post war 
period. We have lost Otto Bauer just at the 
moment when we needed his guidance, his unusual 
talent and wisdom most. In him were united the 
creative socialist theoretician with the experienced 
tactician. He was the most brilliant mind of the 
Socialist and Labor International and at the same 
time the beloved friend of the workers who con- 
fided in him. 
I shall never forget his most masterly lecture 
at the Brussels International convention in 1928, 
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ed by the government and that the government 
committed an unforgivable crime does not erase 
his guilt of shooting from ambush on unknown 
people. It certainly does not erase the guilt of 
the movement which, perhaps consciously, pre- 
pared him for such deeds. 


But is it merely a matter of actions in the past? 
Has not the “Fuerer” of the Revisionists predict- 
ed that acts of Jewish retaliation would follow 
the execution? His prediction was soon realized 
in the morally and politically mad events of Haifa 
and Jerusalem. These events resulted in many 
victims on both sides; they strained the political 
situation and they complicated the position of 
the British government—that government whose 
record is full of injustices committed against us 
but with which we must cooperate even against 


our will for without a certain minimum of its good 
will we could not at present survive in Palestine. 


We know of no language that would be un- 
derstood by the Revisionists. We also do not 
possess today the government machinery to dis- 
cipline by force that small group whose very ex- 
istence is a threat under the present unbalanced 
conditions. They are used to ignore the will of 
the majority, to ridicule the Jewish community 
and its representative institutions and to declare 
the sane demands of the Jewish Agency as 
conscious treason. But there exists Jewish public 
opinion and it is capable of saying its word con- 
cerning their mad and irresponsible deeds. Jew- 
ish public opinion can place these “super patriots” 
in a position of moral isolation. They must be 
made to feel that they are alone in Jewish life, 
that their methods are condemned, that their 
“heroism” is a menace and that there is no room 
for their “saints” in the national pantheon. 


®@ by Tony Sender 


when he explained in a clear and most convincing 
manner, that the then prevailing capitalist pros- 
perity would be only of short duration and was 
soon to be followed by another collapse which 
would indicate the beginning of a capitalist de- 
cline; he therefore concluded, that the interna- 
tional labor movement must prepare for the tre- 
mendous task of a fundamental change in the 
social structure of our system. 

A few years earlier I had been in close contact 
with him when I had—as a member of the re- 
united German social-democratic party’s program 
committee—to draw up some of the chapters of 
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the: New Party program, later adopted at the 
Heidelberg convention. Otto Bauer was always 
ready to give his advice and he was capable of 
understanding the special circumstances in another 
country. One always felt richer after having met 
and discussed with him some of the vital problems 
of our difficult period. 


It was after the Hamburg convention of the 
Socialist and Labor International in 1923 that 
some of us felt, that the great talent of Otto 
Bauer should be given a wider field of activity 
than the Austrian movement could afford him 
and we were also convinced that it would be an 
invaluable gain for the then great German Labor 
movement to have Otto Bauer as one of its lead- 
ers. I therefore talked with him—certainly it 
was a temptation, because the fate of the Austrian 
social democratic party was to a great extent de- 
pendent on the further development in Germany. 
But Otto Bauer finally decided that he would stay 
with his Austrian friends and comrades, that he 
owed them this fidelity. 

He was more than their ablest leader—he was 
bound to them by very deep bonds of friendship; 
the workers of the factories and offices trusted and 
loved him, the intellectual. Otto Bauer left us 
as a young man, young in years and still younger 
in his mind, that had so much to offer to the youth. 
Yet he has accomplished a full life’s work. Start- 
ing his career in the old Austro-Hungarian mon- 
archy he visualized early that this nation could 
only go on as a democratic federation and he 
wrote his fundamental work on “The Nationality 
Problem and Socialism’. Thus he indicated the 
only road along which not only Austria Hungary 
could have been saved, but which would have 
also offered the solution to a far sighted peace- 
treaty and would have saved us the permanent 
threat of war from the central European danger 
zones. 


As officer in the Great War he became a Rus- 
sian war prisoner. He learned the Russian lan- 
guage and he acquired more understanding of 
Russian history and developments than most of us, 
a knowledge which enabled him to become a judge 
of modern Russia more just than many of our 
contemporaries. Remaining a democratic social- 
ist, he always examined in a dispassionate way the 
events in the east and he never lost sight of the 
historical importance of some of the great changes. 

Victor Adler, his great teacher, died at the 
moment of the outbreak of the Austrian Revolu- 
tion on November 1918. Otto Bauer became 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and was his successor 
as the leader of the party. Participating in the 
peace negotiations he demanded the “Anschluss” 
of Austria to the German sister-republic. The 
allies refused this demand and Otto Bauer re- 
signed. Shortly before his death he had to wit- 
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ness how the allies permitted the Nazis what they 
had refused to the two democratic republics. 

Otto Bauer saw his excellent constructive work 
in building up the Austrian socialist party smashed 
by a man of the caliber of Dollfus, acting under 
orders of the Roman dictator. But the brilliant 
example of the Austrian and especially of the 
Vienna social democratic movement has not van- 
ished from the memory of labor in the world. It 
stands as an example of the most desirable com- 
bination of a rich intellectual life and a deep social- 
ist conviction, a movement that had succeeded in 
maintaining its unity during all the trials of war 
and post war struggles and that was only defeated 
after a most heroic fight, unforgettable in the 
annals of revolution. 

After the uprising, Otto Bauer had to escape to 
Czechoslovakia. There he immediately renewed 
his work. Contrary to the method of the German 
social democratic Executive Board he did not call 
himself the leader of the party abroad. He very 
modestly considered himself the foreign repre- 
sentative of the Austrian revolutionary socialists. 
The underground movement very rapidly over- 
came the difficulties and confusion of the first 
period following the defeat. Under Otto Bauer’s 
masterly leadership they reorganized the move- 
ment as revolutionary socialists and united they 
began the underground struggle, thus making it 
really effective. 


I have in my hands the “Sozialistische Kamf” 
—the magazine that has come out just after the 
conquest of Austria by the German Nazis. Otto 
Bauer, forced to emigrate a second time and hav- 
ing chosen Paris as the second asylum, wrote a 
very important and inspiring article indicating the 
new road his Austrian friends should follow to- 
gether with the German labor class. Again he 
proved his clear vision in showing that the com- 
munist demand for a restoration of an independ- 
ent Austria would lead only to a reactionary 
combination with the forces of the past, while the 
only revolutionary way was to work together 
with the German underground movement for the 
liberation of Great Germany from the pestilence 
of fascism. 

We cherished great hopes that Otto Bauer 
would become the leader of a union of all groups 
in the anti-fascist struggle in Germany and former 
Austria. What a great promise this possibility 
held out! But just at this most decisive moment, 
when he finally could have become the leader of 
the great German movement without abandon- 
ing his Austrian friends, he was taken away from 
us. We shall have to do the job without his advice 
and help—the task will therefore be slower, more 
difficult. But he has left us the task of continuing 
his work of preparing the resurrection of Social- 
ism in the countries of the vanquished. 
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Jew Baiting and the Social Revolution 
@ by Abraham Revusky 


This article was originally written for the New Republic as an answer to Mr. P. F. Drucker who described the 
inhuman persecution of the Austrian Jews as a thoroughgoing social revolution. In rejecting this answer and offering to 
print a letter instead, the editors of the New Republic strongly defended Mr. Drucker’s article. They consider his 
contention, that by eliminating the Viennese — the Nazis actually achieved a social revolution, as being a report of the 
facts as they occurred. They even maintain that before printing it they submitted that article to “extremely important 
Jewish sources” and "they all agreed that Mr. Drucker’s article was in accordance with the facts as they understand them’. 

Without challenging the truth of this latter assertion, I am curious to know what Jewish sources consider anti- 
Semitic Nazi persecution to be a means of achieving socialism. 

I am very much perturbed by the attitude of the New Republic as reflecting a certain color blindness which allows 
some liberals to underestimate anti-Semitism as the acid test of democracy in our critical times. Readers of Mr. Drucker’s 
article may substitute New York, where the number and the percentage of Jews and Jewish bourgeois is even larger, for 
Vienna and they may arrive at definite conclusions as to the way in which a thorough social revolution could be achieved 


on this side of the Atlantic. 


1 


S FASCISM the forerunner of socialism? 


This opinion was frequently heard in Ger- 
many on the eve of Hitler’s rise to power. It was 
one of the reasons why the labor parties and 
liberals did not unite there in a concentrated effort 
to stop the ascendancy of Nazism. Fascism was 
not considered dangerous enough! The leftists 
were convinced that Hitler, after gaining power, 
would not be able to hold it for more than a few 
months; that his rule would sharpen the contra- 
dictions among the bourgeois classes and would 


hasten by its failure the advent of the true social 
revolution. 


This theory proved to be the most costly fal- 
lacy in the history of the labor. movement. Its 
former adherents are now radically cured of their 
illusions. They are now frantically calling for a 
United Front to save other countries from the 
scourge of fascism. Some of them even become 
unwittingly the press agents of fascism by exag- 
gerating its menace to the most industrial and most 
democratic countries of the world. 

The old fallacious view of fascism, as pre- 
paring the ground for socialism, did not, how- 
ever, remain for long in its well deserved grave. 
It reappeared lately in a new and still more mis- 
chievious form. Fascism, according to the latest 
theoretical fad, is not a barrier against socialism; 
it is socialism itself, in its more crude and primitive 
form. Fascists are realizing socialism not by their 
failure, but by their very success. In their en- 
deavor to secure the supremacy of the state they 
are breaking the power of the bourgeoisie and are 
establishing a classless society. 


An effort to prove this amazing theory is made 
in the article ‘“The Social Revolution in Austria”’, 
printed in the “New Republic” of July 6. Anxi- 
ous to prove the social character of German 
fascism, its author, Peter F. Drucker, is extolling, 
perhaps unwillingly, its most repugnant expres- 
sion—the anti-Semitic persecution of the helpless 
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Jews. Accepting uncritically the typical Nazi ex- 
aggerations of the economic power of the Jews, 
he builds up a unique theory of socialism real- 
ized by the expropriation of the Jews. He de- 
scribes the “liquidation of the upper and middle 
classes” that followed the Nazi conquest of 
Austria as the “most thorough social revolution 
in modern history”. ‘Within forth-eight hours 
after the German army reached Vienna,” states 
Mr. Drucker with hardly disguised delight, ‘the 
bourgeoisie has been practically expropriated and 
deprived of their jobs and livelihood.” He pre- 
dicts that this marvelous “‘social revolution” will 
attract to the totalitarian state-idea the workers 
and peasants of Southeastern Europe. He is 
even convinced that the arguments of socialism 
disguised by anti-Semitism have been very suc- 
cessful in “the highly intelligent and well trained 
Red districts of Vienna’. 


I will not dwell on the moral implications of 
Mr. Drucker’s theory. Can social progress be 
achieved by depriving people of their elementary 
rights and liberties and by annihilating minorities 
in the name of fantastic race-theories? After all, 
socialism was not invented as a mechanical device 
for controlling human beings and raising their 
material standards, while depriving them at the 
same time of all human rights. All the great 
teachers of socialism—including Marx, the most 
misrepresented among them—were actually mo- 
tivated by love of humanity, which was identical 
in their minds with love for single human beings, 
by strong concern for their misery and by solicit- 
ude for their material well-being and spiritual up- 
lifting. Any attempt to detach socialism from its 
inherent moral foundations will prove disastrous 
to socialism and human progress in general. 


2. 


But let us return to the “facts” on which Mr. 
Drucker bases his thesis on the ‘Social Revolu- 
tion” in Austria. Is the bourgeoisie of Austria 
actually identical with Jews or, at least, non-Ar- 
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yans, and is their elimination by the ruthless Nazi 
persecution an actual social revolution, which 
makes Austria a state without a bourgeoisie? 


The assertion that “there is no bourgeois class 
elsewhere in Austria’ (outside of Vienna), and 
that the “revolution” in Vienna therefore means 
the “liquidation of the bourgeoisie in Austria as 
a whole” can go unchallenged only in case we 
substitute the Nazi definition of bourgeoisie for 
the usual meaning of this word. According to 
Hitler, a banker is a bourgeois, while a manufac- 
turer, even though many times as rich, fits per- 
fectly into the picture of “National Socialism”. 
A stock broker is an incarnation of Hell, while 
a large land-owner, even though ruthlessly exploit- 
ing his farm-hands and tenants, is a useful mem- 
ber of the ideal Nazi state. The real estate own- 
er is a blessing, while the real estate operator is 
a curee...* 


If such a definition is accepted, then Vienna 
naturally contains the great majority of the 
Austrian bourgeoisie. But by the same token, 
there is “no bourgeoisie” in Maine and Virginia, 
and its elimination in New York City would be the 
most radical American revolution. 

As a matter of fact the percentage of owners 
and exploiters in comparison with the disowned 
and exploited masses is much larger in the pro- 
vincial areas of Austria than in Vienna. If we 
reject the Nazi definition of bourgeoisie as con- 
cocted to mislead the German masses into the be- 
lief that by getting rid of Jews they would be 
freed from capitalism, and if we accept instead 
that a “bourgeois” is everybody who owns his 
tools of production, we will find that the number 
of owners among the gainfully occupied in Vienna 
is only 154,631, compared with 495,034 in the 
provinces. Even if we discard a number of the 
latter as representing comparatively poor pea- 
sants, we still arrive at the conclusion that the 
majority of the Austrian bourgeoisie lives outside 
of Vienna. (The above figures are based on the 
census of 1934). 


The greater percentage of owners among the 
inhabitants of the Austrian provinces is the most 
important reason why all social progress in that 
little country originated not in Styria or Carinthia, 
where “there is no bourgeois class’’, but in that 
terrible Vienna, where, according to Hitler and 
Drucker, “all of the Austrian bourgeoisie is con- 
centrated”’. 


* Such was the Nazi theory of bourgeoisie before 1933. After his 
seizure of power, Hitler himself dropped the subject, and the ‘“‘leftists’’ 
in his party who occasionally, by force of habit, still attack the parasitic 
money lenders, as opposed to productive capital, are becoming more vague 
in their assertion. As a matter of fact, nothing happened to bankers and 
stock-brokers in Nazi Germany as long as they were ‘“‘pure’’ Aryans. 
Even the banking-houses taken over from the Jews were not liquidated or 
nationalized. They are still in business, they are still making large profits, 
but for their new Aryan owners. 
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The second pillar of Mr. Drucker’s theory on 
the ‘Social Revolution in Austria” is the asser: 
tion that “Jews form the great majority of Vien 
na’s bourgeois class”. This is also a great exag- 
geration. It is another example of the credulity 
with which he accepts the “facts” given by cur- 
rent Nazi propaganda. 

According to the last Austrian census—1934— 
Jews form only nine percent of Vienna’s total 
population. There were 176,034 Jews among 
its 1,874,130 inhabitants. True, this means only 
Jews in the pre-Hitler sense of the word, i.e. peo- 
ple belonging, at least formally, to the Jewish 
religious community. If we add to them the “non- 
Aryans”, i.e. Jews who renounced their religion, 
and the children of ‘mixed marriages, the total 
number of non-Aryans in the Nazi sense of the 
word would be considerably larger. In no case, 
however, could the number of non-Aryans in 
Vienna exceed 300,000, and Drucker’s figure of 
“550,000 to 650,000 people, not counting the 
Jewish proletariat, who belong to the upper or 
middle classes and are Jewish or non-Aryan’’ is 
the most outrageous Nazi propaganda, which will 
not find place even in the most representative 
Nazi press. 

The fantastic character of these figures can be 
easily proved. According to official statistics 
(Census of 1934), the number of “economic in- 
dependents” in Vienna is only 154,631 among 
the total number of 905,424 ‘gainfully occupied.” 
Among the others, 242,220 are salaried em- 
ployees, 476,144 are workers, and 22,754 are ap- 
prentices. As the number of economic independ- 
ents slightly exceeds the number of family mem- 
bers supported by them, the number of bourgeois 
in Vienna, including their family-members, cannot 
exceed 300,000—Aryans and non-Aryans togeth- 
er. Where in the world did Mr. Drucker find 
“650,000 Jews and non-Aryans belonging to the 
upper and middle classes ?” 

In another connection Mr. Drucker concedes 
that about half of Vienna’s Jews are proletarians. 
If this is the case, than the total number of Jews 
and non-Aryans in Vienna, belonging both to the 
bourgeoisie and proletariat, must reach 1,300,000. 
Two out of three Viennese are thus classified as 
“non-Aryans”. The absurdity of this statement is 
self-evident. 

The official Austrian census does not register 
the number of non-Aryans in the Nazi meaning of 
this word. There is, however, a very simple and 
reliable way of estimating it, if one looks after 
the truth and is not primarily concerned with prov- 
ing his pet theories. There exist in Vienna very 
reliable statistics of Jews who left their community 
during the last two generations. From 1871 up 
to 1932, 32,513 adults left the Jewish community, 
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and from 1933 to 1937, inclusive, their number 
may be estimated at another 8,000, forming a 
total of 40,000. Many of them were young peo- 
ple who renounced the religion of their parents to 
marry a non-Jewish person. This fact reduces 
the number of minors who left the Jewish com- 
munity together with their parents to a maximum 
of 20,000. 

Figuring the total number of Viennese Jews 
who renounced their religion during the last two 
generations, we must naturally substract the num- 
ber of Christians who embraced Judaism, or pre- 
viously baptised Jews, who re-entered the Jewish 
community at the same period of time. As their 
total number is at least 10,000, the net loss to 
the Jewish community since 1871 could not exceed 
—50,000. 

All the non-Aryans in Vienna who are outside 
of the Jewish community and were therefore not 
counted as Jews by the census of 1934, are prac- 
tically the descendants of the 50,000 Jews who 
renounced their religion during the last two gen- 
erations. Most of them married among them- 
selves. Even supposing that half of them inter- 
married with Aryans, we cannot avoid the con- 
clusion that the number of non-Aryans of mixed 
blood is much smaller than the number of Jews. 
As the rate of natural increase among Vienna's 
Jewish population is negligible, there is no doubt 
that the strictest application of the ‘Nuremberg 
laws” in Vienna will not find more than 275,000 
non-Aryans, including officially registered Jews. 
The figure of 300,000 given above “for good 
measure”’ thus actually exceeds the real number. 
All figures quoted by Mr. Drucker are unscrup- 
ulous Nazi propaganda which responsible writers 
should carefully investigate before accepting them 
as a foundation for statements or conclusions.* 


4 


Do the 275,000 or, at most, 300,000 non- 
Aryans actually control Vienna’s economic life? 
Are they practically the “whole bourgeoisie” of 
the former Austrian metropolis? 

We do not possess complete statistics of the oc: 
cupations of the non-Aryans in Vienna as com- 
pared to those of the Aryans. The percentage 
of people belonging to the upper and middle bour- 
geoisie is probably larger among them than among 
the general population. It is, however, highly 
improbable that the difference should be so large 
as to insure a non-Aryan majority among Vienna’s 
bourgeois classes. Drucker’s estimate that “the 
non-Aryans constitute from 75 to 90% of the 
propertied, white collar and professional classes 
in Vienna” is in gross contradiction to his own 

* In this connection it is interesting to note that the non-Aryans with 
one non-Jewish parent are not subject to the whole force of the Nuremberg 
anti-Semitic laws. They may be excluded from government offices to- 
gether with the pure-blooded Jews, but they are seldom molested in 


Private occupations. This fact greatly reduces the number of persons 
subject to Mr. Drucker’s ‘‘social revolution’’, 
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statement that half of Vienna’s Jews are “‘pro- 
letarians living in dire poverty”, and that the 
other half has “lost since the war a great part of 
its former economic and social positions.” 

Even before the war the majority of Vienna’s 
Jews could by no stretch of the imagination be 
classified as bourgeois. As one who then lived in 
Vienna, I could testify to the contrary. A census 
of the unemployed in 1910 showed that the per- 
centage of Jews among the unemployed was about 
the same as their percentage in the whole popula- 
tion. A considerable number of Jews belonged to 
some of Vienna’s trade-unions, to which no bour- 
geois could belong. 

It is true that Jews were quite conspicuous 
in Vienna’s economic life. This is easily explained 
by the fact that most of them had their businesses 
or were employed in the central parts of the city. 
But are the landlords, the restaurant-owners, the 
saloon keepers, the shop and factory owners in 
the outlying districts of Vienna bourgeois or pro- 
letarians? At least 90% of them are pure 
Aryans! 

The important role traditionally played by 
Jews in certain trades and professions should not 
mislead us to exaggerate their role in the economic 
life of Vienna as a whole. Together with the 
“non-Aryans” they probably formed up to 50% 
of its lawyers, and about a third of its physicians. 
They also prevailed in financial occupations, in 
the textile industry, and in some other fields. Still, 
it is inconceivable that they should have formed 
more ‘than 25 to 30% of Vienna’s bourgeoisie in 
the only true sense of this word. 

As an illustration of the facility with which Mr. 
Drucker accepts the most extreme Nazi allega- 
tions as undisputed truths, I will cite his state- 
ment that there is “one Aryan banker out of 
108”. On my desk lies a Nazi book on the Jew- 
ish problem in Vienna (Georg Glockemeier; Zur 
Wiener Judenfrage, Leipzig 1936, Guenther, 
126 pp.), in which the assertion is made, that 
among Vienna’s 150 banks—115 are Jewish. In 
other words, to prove his pet theory, Mr. Dru- 
cker is outnaziing the Nazis! 

The inevitable conclusion of all these facts is 
that Jews are not the majority of Vienna’s bour- 
geoisie, and the social character of the city did 
not radically change by their elimination. 


5. 

Even if the fantastic ‘‘statistics” on the pre- 
valence of Jews among Vienna’s bourgeoisie were 
true, the elimination of non-Aryans would consti- 
tute a social revolution only if their factories or 
business establishments would become state en- 
terprises. Nothing of this kind is happening. 
When Jewish businesses were not liquidated, they 
were given, as a rule, to new Aryan proprietors. 
The Nazi commissars appointed to operate some 
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of the larger Jewish enterprises disappear im- 
mediately after a smart Aryan acquires the Jew- 
ish business for a small part of its real value. 
After that the business or factory is run by the 
new owners on the usual capitalistic profit basis. 

Mr. Drucker, in his description of “The Social 
Revolution in Austria”, scrupulously avoids men- 
tioning the fate of the other half of Vienna’s 
Jewry which, according to his own testimony, 
belongs to the proletariat. How did those prole- 
tarians fare in that unique ‘“‘social revolution”? 
Were they treated more kindly by the “‘anti- 
capitalistic’ Nazis of Austria than the rich Jews? 

The wholesale dismissal of Jewish workers 
from their jobs, however humble or useful, is 
the convincing answer. In spite of the demand 
for workers in Greater Germany, thousands and 
thousands of Jewish proletarians in Vienna can- 
not find employment even for starvation wages. 
Soup kitchens, established by fellow Jews from 
abroad are the only barrier between them and 
starvation. 

The picture of the “social revolution” in Au- 
stria cannot be complete without this important 
detail. 

Certainly, the capitalists of Germany are under 
stricter government supervision than those of the 
democratic countries. But the profit element was 
not eliminated, and the exploitation of the work- 
ers is more ruthless‘in Germany than elsewhere. 
By no stretch of the imagination can an honest 
observer find a social revolution in Germany, or 
in Austria. 
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Naturally it may happen that with the further 
development of the Fascist regimes and under 
the pressure of their military needs, the economic 
leadership of the bourgeoisie will to a much great- 
er degree be supplanted by the leadership and, 
maybe, ownership of the state. This is, however, 
a future possibility, which is still in the theoretical 
stage, and has no bearing on the facts of the 
present situation. 


Let us summarize: 


(1) It is not true that the Austrian bourgeoisie 
is mainly concentrated in Vienna and that there 
is actually no bourgeoisie outside of that city. 
Consequently, it is not true that the elimination 
of the bourgeoisie in Vienna would constitute a 
social revolution in Austria as a whole. 

(2) Jews, including ‘‘non-Aryans”’ in the Nazi 
sense of this word, do not constitute the majority 
of Vienna’s bourgeoisie. Their elimination does 
not therefore change the capitalistic foundations 
of its economic life. 

(3) With very few exceptions, Jewish enter- 
prises are not being taken over by the State. They 
become the property of new Aryan owners of the 
“get rich quick”’ type. 

(4) The persecution of Jews in Austria is not 
limited to the bourgeoisie. Jewish proletarians 
are also deprived of their humble livelihood, and 
being devoid of any resources, they are actually 
condenmed to starvation. 


Wage and Hour Legislation 


® by Joseph Schlossberg 


S LABOR a commodity? The safe and sane 
politician says No, and makes a spread eagle 
oration on the “ dignity of labor”. To Samuel 
Gompers the Clayton Act was “Labor’s Magna 
Carta” because it declared that labor was not a 
commodity. One of the committees of the present 
Constitutional Convention in Albany, N. Y., has 
written into a constitutional article the declaration 
“That the labor of human beings is not a commod- 
ity.” Gompers’ “philosophy” rejected the idea of 
labor legislation, though he did considerable lobby- 
ing. He preferred trade union action to political 
action. Yet, for many years, organized labor has 
struggled for wage minimum and hour maximum 
legislation. This struggle is almost as old as the 
labor movement itself. For years the courts were 
busy declaring such laws unconstitutional. 


There is no real difference between govern- 
mental regulation of the price of cotton and similar 
regulation of the price of labor. Laws providing 


that an employer should pay his worker not less 
than a certain amount of money (wage minimum) 
for not more than a certain length of working time 
(hour maximum) regulate the price (wage) of 
labor. Anything that is bought and sold for a 
price in a market is a commodity. The “dignity 
of labor” theory is maintained by distinguishing 
between “labor” and “labor power’. ‘The latter 
only, we are usually told, is a commodity; the 
former is a human being, created in the image of 
God. But a worker cannot send his “labor power” 
to the labor market, there to be sold for him to the 
employer, as a farmer can send his cotton or grain. 
The worker must himself bring his labor power to 
the market, because this power is himself. The 
worker sells himself to the purchaser (employer) 
for a certain length of time, and for a certain pay, 
when he sells his power to do work. 


In the nearly half century between the invalida- 
tion by the Supreme Court of the New York 
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ten hour act for bakers and the validation of the 
Washington minimum wage act for women, the 
struggle for shorter hours and higher pay for 
iabor continued in the industrial field, in the legis- 
latures, and in the courts of law. The significant 
fact about this struggle is that, invariably, a vic- 
tory for commodity labor was also a victory 
for the dignity of labor. Nor could it be other- 
wise. The material bases for human dignity are 
sufficient income (wages) and leisure time (rea- 
sonable working hours). Underpaid and over- 
toiled workers are degraded workers. The con- 
sciousness of human dignity comes to them with 
better working conditions. 

The Wage and Hour Act passed by Congress 
before adjournment was the latest battle won in 
labor’s historic struggle for relief from economic 
exploitation. The Act leaves much to be desired. 
But no labor protective measure, adopted by 
capitalist party legislators, can be complete and 
perfect. It is, as it must be, a product of haggling 
and compromising. 

About five years ago the U. S. Senate passed a 
thirty hour bill. Its sponsor in the Senate was the 
present Supreme Court Justice Black; in the 
House, Congressman Connery. It was known as 
the Black-Connery bill. The House was also ex- 
pected to pass it. A reduction of the work week 
to thirty hours in all industries was the best imme- 
diate solution for the very acute unemployment 
problem. But that bill was stopped by President 
Roosevelt. Instead, his National Industrial Re- 
covery Bill was enacted into law. The NRA set 
up hundreds of industrial codes} creating much 
confusion. A puzzling feature of the NRA was 
the fact that a military man was made the chief 
administrator of that colossal economic experi- 
ment. But in each instance where the workers 
were well organized they derived great benefit 
from that law. When the Supreme Court, by a 
unanimous vote, killed that Act, it shocked the 
Nation. An apparatus set up to deal with a na- 
tional emergency was suddenly destroyed, and 
there was nothing to take its place. For the first 
time large sections of the people began to regard 
the Supreme Court as non-cooperating with the 
Nation, and as an enemy of progress. When the 
‘Little NRA” was enacted by Congress for the 
coal industry the Supreme Court destroyed that 
too. The situation seemed hopeless and desperate. 

But then something happened. One member of 
the Court shifted his position, and converted the 
usual 5 to 4 reactionary vote into a 5 to 4 liberal 
vote. The National Labor Relations Act was sus- 
tained, and also other pro-labor legislation. That 
encouraged further effort for wage and hour legis- 
lation. A new Black-Connery bill was proposed, 
and after long and bitter struggles, and many 
changes, it was finally made a law. It will go into 
effect next October. 
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The law is known as the ‘Fair Labor Standards 
Act of 1938”. It will be administered by an 
Administrator, to be appointed by the President 
with the consent of the Senate, through a Wage 
and Hour Division, which will be a part of the 
Department of Labor. 

The provisions for wages and hours are as 
follows: 

WAGEs: 

During the first year, not less than 25 cents an 
hour. 

During the next six years, not less than 30 cents 
an hour. 

After the expiration of seven years, not less 
than 40 cents an hour. 

Hours: 

During the first year, 44 hours. 

During the second year, 42 hours. 

After the second year, 40 hours. 

The employment of children under 16 years is 
prohibited. 

The Administrator will appoint Industry Com- 
mittees, to be composed of an equal number of 
public, labor and employer representatives. The 
Committees will investigate conditions in their 
respective industries, and make recommendations 
to the Administrator, which he may accept or re- 
ject. The Committee may recommend a higher 
wage minimum (not above 40 cents an hour) be- 
fore the period prescribed by the law. Appeals 
from the Administrator’s decision may be taken 
to the courts. Employers violating this law are 
subject to a maximum fine of $10,000, or six 
months’ imprisonment, or both. If the constitu- 
tionality of the Act should be challenged, the 
Supreme Court is expected to sustain it. 

This is a federal Act, and applies only to inter- 
state commerce. Also, there are many exemptions 
and exceptions. It is, therefore, very difficult to 
say, at present, how many workers will be affected 
by the Act. The estimates run from as low as 
200,000 to as high at 2,500,000. Very much will 
depend upon the Administrator. An unfriendly 
official might make the law a dead letter; a friendly 
official could make it a useful instrument for the 
workers. 

If the unions should use their new opportunity 
to organize the unorganized workers the law will 
be enforced, and in many cases greater improve- 
ments will become possible. If workers should re- 
main unorganized, the enforcement of the law will 
be an exceedingly difficult task for the best Admin- 
istrator. Such was the lesson taught us by the 
NRA experiment. Organization of the workers 
must, therefore, be the great objective. 

Perhaps the most important aspect of this situ- 
ation is the fact that the principle of wage mini- 
mum and hour maximum has been written into the 
statute book. 
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Building The Tegart Wall: 


Wir DAWN we proceeded northward. 
. VV_The blooming acacia trees and the fields on 
either side of us were restful. The fruit had 
been picked from the trees, the fields were har- 
vested and the wild flowers had vanished. In the 
two weeks since our last trip, the color of the land- 
scape, the feel of the air and the odor of the soil 
had changed. The burning desert summer had 
enveloped the land. 

The threshing floor of Migdal is the last civilian 
landmark on our way. Beyond it the cruel, un- 
bending military aspect becomes more pronounced. 
The driver near Rosh Pinah is accompanied by a 
policeman. The lorry loaded with boxes, sacks 
and barrels—supplies daily brought from Haifa 
to the camp of the builders of the wall—is almost 
the only one that we meet on our way. An auto- 
mobile carrying policemen passes us, then another 
one. The mounted soldiers of the frontier force 
ride by. The heat is oppressive; the mountains 
stand out in their barrenness and the sea of Galilee 
is shrouded in a haze. 

From the top of the mountain beyond Kfar 
Nahum we catch a first glimpse of the fence. At 
this point the barbed wire entanglement is still 
narrow and low but the police stations along the 
road and the iron gates between the poles add 
seriousness to it. Mile after mile we travel along 
the winding road down hills and up mountain 
sides and the barbed wire fence is always at our 
side passing through harvested fields, over plowed 
land, through thickets of thorns and becoming 
wider and more complicated as we advance. Our 
confidence in the efficacy of the fence increases but 
we are also filled with sadness at sight of the land 
which is cut by the barbed wire fence and which 
resembles a battle field. 

At the top of a ridge of mountains our eyes 
distinguish a white spot. This is the camp toward 
which we are going. The road becomes more 
difficult; the hot wind and the brown dust exert 
a depressing and wearying influence. Even after 
we reach the mountains the eye still does not meet 
with the sight of water and grass. Far in the 
distance below there spreads the Huleh and its 
swamps but about us there are only dusty tan hills 
and the fence which is more complicated here and 
which follows the road persistently. The sentries 
merge with the landscape and appear to be a part 
of it. Brown, sunburned faces; dust covered 
brown clothes and rifles. Slowly and with diff- 
culty we distinguish between them. The one with 
the red kerchief is dark skinned beneath the dust 


* The T 


peter) rt Wall is a barbed wire fence erected on the border between 


Syria to keep terrorists out of the country. 
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®@ by Bracha Habas 


—a Yemenite; another is blonde—a German; 
others are from Bulgaria, Rumania, Latvia and 
also native born. 

* * O* 

When we reached the camp we found its ap- 
pearance to be different from anything we had 
seen before. The view before us was reminiscent 
of something far in the past and dating back to 
childhood stories of the deliverance from the 
bondage of Egypt. In numerous long rows the 
brown canvass of the tents flapped in the breeze. 
Two wooden barracks housed the kitchen and the 
clinic. Two smaller shacks, surrounded by 
sandbag barricades, served as kitchen for the 
religious workers and as work shop. All of these 
as well as the barrels, tanks, the rolls of barbed 
wire and even the ambulance which was originally 
white had turned a dusty brown color. The strong 
wind which blows incessantly from the early after- 
noon until late at night carries clouds of this dust 
which penetrates into one’s eyes, nose and ears, 
underneath the canvass of the tents and through 
the chinks in the walls of the barracks znd covers 
the clothes, the food and the water. In the idiom 
of the camp this dust is ironically referred to as 
vitamin A. But we, who rub our eyes and “‘weep” 
from it and run for cover to the only barrack 
that has been set aside for visitors, to us it is a 
symbol of the desert. 

x * * 

The camp was nearly empty. The laborers 
and guards were away at their work. Two half 
naked men stood near the long trough and washed 
their shirts in it. An announcement on the swing- 
ing bulletin board informed all and sundry that no 
clothes were to be washed, no showers were to be 
taken and many other prohibitions whose intent 
was to save water from being wasted. There was 
no supply of water near the camp and it had to 
be brought in tanks, for 1,000 men, from a well 
in a neighboring village. This was done at the 
expense of Solel Boneh, the labor contracting bu- 
reau, which also bore many other expenses that 
were not included in the payments of the laborets 
for their maintenance. 

Our visit took place on the day following the 
wounding of the watchman Reisler, a member of 
the kvutzah Givat Hashlosha. The young doctor, 
who was dressed as a laborer and who spoke with 
the enthusiasm of a volunteer, showed us the oper- 
ating room that was used for the first time. In 
camp stories of valor were told of the attack. 
It was not true that the attackers penetrated the 
fence, it was heatedly maintained. They also told 
of the wounded man who was brought into camp 
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mounted on two donkeys that were captured and 
that during the long ride he did not groan even 
once. They also told of the British policeman 
who embraced and kissed the wounded man at the 
end of the journey in an outburst of admiration 
for his self control. 

We struggled with the wind and passed through 
the rows of tents. The tents of the watchmen 
were in the first rows facing the threatening wil- 
derness. In the middle were the tents of the 
laborers, about 150 of them altogether. The ap- 
pearance of the tents and their inner arrangement, 
the six mattresses in each, the blankets, the suit- 
cases and the scattered pages of newspapers could 
tell much of the differences between the individuals 
as well as of the differences between the commu- 
nities from which the laborers came. The women’s 
tent, where all nine kitchen workers “resided”’, 
presented an entirely different appearance. The 
nine mattresses were converted into three sofas; 
the blankets into rugs; a large box used in the kit- 
chen was transformed into a table and was covered 
by a colored cloth. A tin can held a number of 
brilliantly hued flowers which miraculously ap- 
peared from nowhere in this deserted spot. But 
the girls did not have much leisure time to stay in 
their palace. There was much work to be done 


and a great responsibility rested upon them. 


The food presented a complicated problem. 
Important as the problem of diet is everywhere, 


it is particularly acute in this camp where the con- 
ditions are difficult enough as it is and the men 
have few other matters to occupy their minds. 
The food is not prepared in camp. It is brought 
from a distance and on the way much of it is 
spoiled by the wind and dust. In camp it is 
merely divided into portions: The little kitchen 
of the religious workers which is constructed out 
of straw mats accommodates sixty people. It 
. presents the same appearance as the large dining 
room. Boards supported by coils of barbed wire 
served as tables. The food is served cold but 
on the day of our visit a daring innovation was 
made and hot soup was prepared. 


* * > 


We proceeded along the military highway in 
the direction of Hanita where the construction of 
the fence was then going on. We passed three 
small villages and then the wilderness engulfed 
us. Mile after mile we travelled without encoun- 
tering a settlement or a house. Like a silvery 
stream the fence stretched on one side and a 
mountainous landscape extended on the other side. 
At times we saw sheaves of grain along both sides 
of the fence or stunted fig and olive trees. Every 
now and then we noticed mounds of white stones 
which marked the Syrian border. 

“Only a few weeks ago,” our companion re- 
marks, ‘‘when we came here for the first time we 


17 


were accompanied by a large number of mounted 
policemen armed with rifles and machine guns. 
Now we travel alone at any hour of the day or 
night without any feeling of strangeness as if we 
were passing through our own land and amidst our 
own people.” 

Suddenly we were confronted with a striking 
picture. Along the unfinished fence hundreds of 
people were scattered for a distance of miles. 
Work proceeds on a stretch of about six miles at 
a time and over a mile of fence is completed daily. 
The markers proceed in front and they are fol- 
lowed by the men who place the posts. These are 
followed by men who string the wire in diagonal 
lines between the bars. The last group strings the 
wires of the “internal tangle” between the four 
rows of posts. Each group is still further divided 
into smaller units of men who dig the holes, pour 
the concrete around the bases of the posts, etc. 


The laborers, who present a strange picture in 
their patched clothes and crushed caps, are also 
differentiated in their origin. Some came from the 
Kibutzim and others were single workers from the 
cities; one proceeds leisurely and seems to enjoy 
his work while another is depressed and complain- 
ing. AQ tall laborer in the “internal tangle” phil- 
osophizes about his work and concludes: “This 
tangle is like any other; easy to enter but difficult 


to escape.” 
2 * * 


The sun set and the lorries rapidly filled with 
men carrying their baskets and mess kits. Soon 
the camp was buzzing with life. Large numbers 
stood about the tea kettles. Scores of men crowd- 
ed about the water faucets. ‘They are serving 
chicken today,” one humorously announces, “there 
must have been a plague among the chickens in 
one of the Kibutzim.” A middle aged man from 
Tel Aviv sits on a sand bag as he drinks his tea 
and in an audible voice he reckons how much he 
may be able to save from this job for his wife 
and three children in the city. Two others stand 
over him and try to explain to him that they did 
not come there to gain profits. A very young man, 
still a boy, stands aside and eagerly absorbs every 
word and motion of the scene. He came from a 
kvutza of young people and this is his first contact 
with the outside world. 


* * * 


An aeroplane circled above the camp. It dis- 
appeared for a moment and then it reappeared 
again causing great excitement in camp. The last 
arrivals told that they had seen the battle with 
the bandits. ‘The aeroplane downed four,” one 
man remarked; “they felled six” another said, 
“before the radio finished signalling for aid they 
appeared, three of them; in a few moments they 
already signalled that they had cleared the road.” 
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The feeling of being at the front’ becomes real. 
This is no longer a camp of laborers but a battle 


field. 


* * * 


The wind continued to blow in the evening and 
heavy clouds of dust floated in the air. It was 
cold. The men wrapped themselves in their coats 
and wandered about like shadows. Nevertheless 
a large number of them came to the general meet- 
ing. This was the first general meeting and it was 
held in the open. For reasons of safety the meet- 
ing lasted only a short time. It was feared to 
gather everyone into one place for any length of 
time and the speeches were cut short. A man 
from the labor bureau stood near the ambulance 
and the others crowded about him. In the dark- 
ness questions were asked and answers were given 
and neither the faces of the questioners nor that of 
the speaker could be seen. 

A crimson glow on the horizon marked the ris- 
ing of the moon. “We are like the besieged on 
‘Musa Dagh’,” remarked one. “Yes, we are like 


Jewish Community 


HAOS MAY some time be the stimulus to 
action, but chaos as a characteristic ever 
present in a social organism leads to confusion or 
to ultimate indifference. That the chaos evident 
in the American Jewish relationship has led to 
conflicting organizational expression and to mass 
indifference, there can be no doubt. 

Our organization leadership has been seeing 
the Jewish community with the eyes of blind men 
defining as the form of the organism only that 
portion which is within their own narrow and 
limited group experience. Mass indifference to 
the concurrent aspects of Jewish existence in 
America is the result as evidenced by lack of 
participation in Hebrew School and synagogue, 
the want of universal support for Jewish nation- 
alism and philanthropy and the inconclusiveness 
of Jewish communal responsibility. The organiza- 
tional structure of Jewish life has become compli- 
cated, each unit is a law and a right unto itself 
as well as the spokesman for all Jews. Minority 
groups have lacked a platform except among their 
own limited restricted membership. Leadership 
has become self-appointed and the important Jew- 
ish issues reflect their prejudices. Some institu- 
tions have flourished without regard for general 
Jewish community welfare or less socially popular 
functions. The landscape of the Jewish Commu- 
nity thus becomes a hodgepodge of missing func- 
tions and of over-cultivated oases of duplication 
and conflict. 
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them,” replied the young man who had only come 
from Naan on that day, “what a great exper- 
lence.” 


The questions, the remarks and the complaints 
concerned primary, everyday affairs. They asked 
for shower rooms and hot food; they complained 
against the long waiting lines; they asked about 
dues and wages. 

The replies were simple and friendly. This 
very simplicity made one aware of the uniqueness 
of this project and of the ability that was exhibited 
by Solel Boneh in organizing the labor force for 
the building of the fence. 


* * * 


It was still dark when the sound of the bugle 
broke the silence. Another blast which soon fol- 
lowed was the last call to work. Armed police- 
men and workers carrying their baskets hurried 
toward the trucks at the end of the camp. The 
wind died down and the first rays of the sun ap- 
peared over the mountains. 


Organization 
@ by Meyer E. Fichman 


But there is a “will to community, a yearning 
for a fellowship that confers upon one status, a 
place in the world, a place in human life, the full- 
ness of human dignity.” *) Three conferences of 
the Jewish Welfare Board and the National Asso- 
ciation of Jewish Center Workers have dealt with 
this want and with the technique of community or- 
ganization, the Council of Jewish Federations and 
Welfare Funds has extended its program to 
develop and supervise Jewish Community Coun- 
cils, councils have been formed by the American 
Jewish Congres. Dr. Mordecai M. Kaplan has 
devoted tomes and books to this subject. The 
Opinion Magazine has contained a symposium on 
the subject (March, 1935) with a preponderant 
majority 55 to 4, favoring Jewish community or- 
ganization. Numerous laymen have pointed out 
the need. Most important is the existence today 
of Jewish community organizations in a number 
of cities; these cities include among others: Har- 
risburg, Yonkers, Plainfield, Bensonhurst, Bing- 
hamton. 

Three questions must be faced even after grant- 
ing the desirability of community organization. 
One: have truly democratic and representative 
communal organizations been formed? ‘Two: 
having been formed, are they practicable? Three: 
can they prove effective for their community ? 

Let me cite as a case history the example of 
the most highly integrated of all American Jew- 





* Dr. M. M. Kaplan. 
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. ish community organizations, the Harrisburg 
United Jewish Community. 

Over four years ago, Harrisburg under the 
leadership of Gus Kaplan its first and present 
president, Paul Goldblatt, and with the coopera- 
tion of the Jewish Welfare Board undertook to 
reorganize its community life by what is called the 
United Jewish Community. The United Jewish 
Community supplanted the old federation and 
was a direct outgrowth of the Jewish Community 
Center. It operates on a two fold theory. One, 
that every person who desires to give money to 
any of the agencies of the Jewish community such 
as the Center, the Hebrew School, or for relief 
is not a contributor, but becomes automatically a 
member of the United Jewish Community with 
full privileges of participation in these agencies 
regardless of the amount paid; and two, that a 
council consisting of two representatives of every 
organization in the community including syna- 
gogues, temples, Zionist organizations, lodges 
and the like, together with twelve members elected 
at large, meeting together and forming joint com- 
mittees provide a mechanism for a planned, non- 
duplicative, well directed community life. In this 
way, departments are provided for every phase 
of Jewish community life, and at the present time 
include the following: 

1. Finance. 2. Policy and Planning. 3. Educa- 
tional—Board of the Hebrew School. 4. Social 
Welfare. 5. Center Activities. 6. Membership 
and Collection. 7. Community Review. 8. Court 
of Arbitration. 9. General Jewish Appeal. 
10. Protective Committee. 11. Council on Pales- 
tine. 12. Placement of German Refugees. Other 
departments may be formed as they are required. 

The Council on Palestine was organized, for 
example, by the United Jewish Community to co- 
ordinate all Zionist efforts in the community and 
to develop an educational program relating to 
Zionism in its practical as well as theoretical as- 
pects. This does not supplant individual Zionist 
organizations—it merely coordinates them. 

Further analysis of the two fold basis upon 
which we operate will indicate that the Harris- 
burg United Jewish Community is both an organ- 
ization of individuals and an organization of or- 
ganizations. In the first aspect lies its democracy 
and in the second its efficiency and content. Every 
Jew in the community, by his membership regard- 
less of amount paid, has a voice in the administra- 
tion of each communal function and the right to 
participate in the program. For example, forum 
lectures are attended free of charge by more than 
double the attendance under the former organiza- 
tion plan. The halls of the Center, the rooms of 
the Hebrew School have been filling to capacity. 
No one is a stranger in Harrisburg’s Jewish com- 
munity organizations. 


19 


Every organization has its representation of 
two on the Executive Council who voice opinion 
regarding the issues of current concern. National 
problems are brought to the attention of the Coun- 
cil and, through the medium of representatives, to 
members of their respective organizations. Com- 
munity planning is performed through joint con- 
sideration by all organizations. Community lead- 
ership is elected and is responsible to the Council. 


Four years have passed since this promising 
cosmos appeared before an unbelieving populace. 
It looked good, but was it too good to be true? 
Is chaos an essential quality of Jewish life? 
Would uniformity result in the exclusion of in- 
dividual initiative and would rugged individualism 
in organizations become emasculated? And what 
would the non-Jewish community think? And 
would a Kehillah result ? 


Obviously, any social mechanism fashioned by 
human mind is not perfect and even four years 
have not sufficient days in which to test thoroughly 
all the implications of this one. But its very ex- 
istence for four years and its increasing accept- 
ability as a normal status have given proof of the 
practicability of the Harrisburg United Jewish 
Community. The ultimate value is, I believe, its 
simplicity. A man does not have to become a 
member of four or five different and often an- 
tagonistic Jewish agencies. He simply joins the 
United Jewish Community—his children go to 
Hebrew School without charge, he has made his 
contribution to Gemilath Chesed, his wife attends 
the gymnasium of the Center without charge, he 
attends all educational functions without addition- 
al fee, he receives the weekly Jewish community 
publication which contains news and views of Jew- 
ish life. In short, he and his family are members 
of the Jewish community. One membership serves 
for all agencies. And each year of the four, de- 
spite the previous failure of the Federation, mem- 
bership, attendance, interest and support have in- 
creased. 

Simplicity is the ultimate value. For example, 
there is no haphazard searching for support for 
non-local Jewish causes. The mechanism is always 
available and the community within reach. The 
Executive Council appoints its allotment Commit- 
tee to ascertain the needs and the extent to which 
Harrisburg Jewry can meet those needs. Its re- 
port is brought back to the Council for discussion, 
adjustment, and acceptance, and through this 
group to all of organized Jewry. A campaign 
chairman and committee are appointed; they get 
workers from the entire community through its 
representation; they secure the master list from the 
United Jewish Community membership files; they 
utilize th estaff and facilities of the United Jewish 
Community and a successful appeal is under way. 
A community and representative mechanism is thus 
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always available for any community need or em- 
ergency. Indeed, chaos is not an essential quality 
in Jewish life; it is rather a deterrent to its pro- 
gress and functional development. 

This plan does not imply uniformity—it is ex- 
pressive of unity. All representatives do not think 
alike. Each minority opinion is given opportunity 
for development and expression. A platform is 
here built to provide a rostrum for every expres- 
sion regarding Jewish living. As a direct result 
of the existence of this organization, new and 
minority groups have been formed, which may 
not have survived the indifference and possible 
antagonism of a leadership limited by its own ex- 
periences and prejudices. 

The Jewish Center, an integral part of the 
United Jewish Community, is still a member of 
the local chest, or Welfare Federation as it is 
called. There has been no change in the relation- 
ship of the Jewish community with the non-Jew- 
ish community as a result of the formation of this 
organization, except that one feels more secure 
in the knowledge that duly appointed and re- 
sponsible individuals will be representing Jewry 
and not “‘self-anointed shepherds.” 


This plan is not a Kehillah. It is not an attempt 
to awaken or direct individual morality. It does 
not tax; every membership is voluntary. It is simp- 
ly an attempt—and I believe an effective one— 
to widen the scope of Jewish interest and partici- 
pation, to coordinate intelligently all functions of 
the community, to meet new needs as they arise, 
and to give meaning to the term “Jewish Com- 
munity.” 

There is nothing in the United Jewish Com- 
munity plan of organization which, with varia- 
tions, cannot apply to most Jewish communities in 
America, with the possible exception of the very 
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large ones. And in those large cities, neighbor- 
hood United Jewish Communities can be set up, 
as has been done in Bensonhurst, New York City. 


The point is that Hebrew education is a re- 
sponsibility of the entire Jewish community, not of 
a single, more interested part. So also is Zionism, 
recreation, relief, and every function which in the 
past has evolved about partisan and often rabid 
leadership which has become disillusioned or elat- 
ed only to the extent that the public supported the 
“chosen” project. That support came sporadic- 
ally under irregular high pressure, with resultant 
hard feeling due to competition and conflict. 
Ultimately, because of continual requesting and 
nagging, the public “‘came across” and all func- 
tions were served more or less to the satisfaction 
of the respective leadership 


This undignified picture of conflict, jealousy, 
irregular support, and partisanship can be erased 
in every community by the application of the 
principle that every Jewish function is a respons- 
ibility of every Jew. Jewish life is a common 
cause for every Jew. Jewish community life 
should be considered in terms of its functions and 
needs, and not in terms of organizations. To set 
up the communal scheme on the basis that every 
need be met by that agency which is most qualified 
to meet it, that every need be analyzed positively 
and warmly from the Jewish viewpoint, that every 
new Jewish idea be guaranteed the hospitality of 
a constructive hearing and that, if proven worthy, 
it be directed to every Jew and Jewish organiza- 
tion in the communitv—that is the idea that will 
re-create a sense of responsibility in our com- 
munities. 

It’s a far more pleasing picture, even if it is not 
yet complete. 


A Labor Party With A Difference 


HE WORLD-WIDE distinction between the 

trade-union movement and Socialism is usually 
invoked to explain the relationship between the 
Histadruth or General Federation of Jewish 
Labor numbering 100,000 organized workers, 
and the “Mapai” or Palestine Workers’ Party 
with its 18,000 consciously Socialist, though vary- 
ingly radical, members. But the numerical pro- 
portions and the analogy are both slightly mislead- 
ing for the Palestine Workers’ Party is responsible 
to a very large extent for the general direction 
and the policies of the Histadruth. Inasmuch as 
the Histadruth includes a fourth of the Jewish 
population in one well-organized body, the Work- 
ers’ Party logically becomes the dominant influ- 
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ence in Palestinian political, social and economic 
life. For a Labor party to be the dominant influ- 
ence in Jewish Palestine is something very differ- 
ent from being thé dominant influence in, say, Eng- 
land or Scandinavia, for it is one thing to strive to 
socialize an already existing commonwealth and 
quite another to assume responsibility for creating 
a commonwealth and simultaneously socializing it. 
Here, in other words, is a Labor Party which, be- 
cause of its anomalous position, must be con- 
cerned almost as much with the situation 
of Jews throughout the world—the raw ma- 
terial of its commonwealth—as with that of 
those within its own country; which is natur- 
ally sensitive to innumerable historical and in- 
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ternational factors—those affecting the Diaspora 
and those affecting the perplexed political position 
of Palestine; which, in the absence of an aggres- 
sive governmental policy, must charge itself, inso- 
far as it can, with economic planning; and which, 
to an unprecedented degree, must carry out the 
functions of an educational agency, turning the 
rootless Jewish youth of Europe and the some- 
times too well-rooted Jewish youth of Palestine 
into a pioneering proletariat. 


Special interest, accordingly, attaches to the 
fourth conference of the Palestine Workers’ Party 
recently held in Rehoboth. The sessions them- 
selves and, particularly, the main addresses, the 
full text of which has just been published, offered 
strikingly clear evidence of the party’s complex 
nature. The opening address, for instance, was a 
philosophical analysis of the position of Socialism 
in the post-war world and of the significance of the 
present moment in Jewish history: “Three years 
ago at our last conference we saw that Eastern 
and Central European Jewry was being thrust 
back into the ghetto, but the ghetto would seem an 
almost ideal state now. It is the mere presence 


of the Jew in its midst that country after country 
now finds unbearable even in cities where Jews 
lived a rich life of their own for a thousand years 
and where, during the last one hundred and fifty 
years, they merged in language and culture with 


their fellow citizens and produced children of uni- 
versal genius. The war against us now is one of 
extermination, a war not only against our emanci- 
pation but even against our dispersion. We are 
witnesses of the forced conclusion of exile, the 
end of a whole phase of Jewish history. This is 
the casting of the sum in the. account Titus began. 
The theoretician$ of Zionism foresaw this decades 
ago, and a handfull of pioneers began during the 
last thirty years to prepare the refuge. No terror 
can stop us now in Palestine for this is the only 
Way open to us.” 


What, the chief political address asked, are the 
main factors in the world scene which must be 
borne in mind by every Zionist considering the 
problems of Palestine? The speaker proceeded 
to stipulate: the danger of war, the isolation of 
the United States, the weakening of the League 
of Nations, the suppression of the Labor move- 
ment in Fascist countries, the instability of the 
governments of all the Arab countries. except 
Saudi-Arabia. As carefully detailed an approach 
characterized the discussion of the economic situ- 
ation by the treasurer of the Jewish Agency. The 
unsettled political situation has not only severely 
affected local enterprise but has reduced the 
amount of capital entering the country to 40% of 
what it was at its high point in 1935. Neverthe- 
less, instead of entering upon a large public works 
program, arranging tariffs and trade pacts helpful 
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to local industry, and aiding the municipalities to 
negotiate loans, the Government of Palestine is 
concerned chiefly with balancing its own budget by 
raising taxes and reducing services. But the Jews 
are after all the dominant economic factor in the 
country and should make demands upon them- 
selves. The fact that there are a number of en- 
couraging signs should make it easier for them to 
do so. The foundations of our economic life are 
strong and unshaken (witness the balance sheets 
of the principal banks and the demand for Pales- 
tinian stocks and bonds); the Austrian situation 
has apparently stimulated European Jewish capital 
to look for investment possibilities here; there has 
been an increase in the export of manufactured 
articles, and during the last few months the 
Agency’s Institute of Economic Research has in- 
vestigated “‘our national balance” with encourag- 
ing results. The Agency is thus strengthened in 
its struggle with the questions of methods of trans- 
ferring capital, organizing middle class immigra- 
tion and giving it advice on productive investment 
in Palestine. 


These historic, political and economic consider- 
ations served as the background of the main in- 
ternal issues discussed at the Conference. The 
moral drawn in the more general addresses was 
invariably: “In times like these our movement 
must be perfectly united and as strong as it can 
possibly be.” Hence, the question of unity, as 
presented by Berl Katznelson in a comprehensive 
speech, was the real crux of the entire conference. 
How adequately does the party function, how well 
does it train youth in the Diaspora for pioneering, 
how effective is it in determining the lives and the 
education of Palestinian youth? It would be more 
effective in every way if not for the confusion of 
responsibilities and duties within it, caused by the 
all too human egotism which makes it difficult for 
specific groups to merge their individualities in the 
larger whole. There is no justification, for ex- 
ample, for the fact that the small kvutzoth are 
leagued together in the Hever ha-Kvutzoth and 
the large ones in the Kibbutz ha-Meuhad in such 
a way that each group has its own organization, 
economic, educational and cultural activities. This 
is duplication and waste, particularly regrettable 
as far as the youth problem is concerned. Each 
group has its own youth movement which takes 
children from ten and twelve years up and trains 
them to enter its own settlements eventually. 
When to this picture is added the fact that the 
Shomer ha-Zair, too, has its own youth movement, 
it is easy to see that separation and dogmatism are 
much too likely to characterize young people so 
trained. How can a child know in precisely what 
type of labor settlement he will want to spend 
all his years? Will it hurt him to pass part of his 
training period in other types and so extend his 
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knowledge of Palestinian life? Should he not in 
his formative years have the widest contacts possi- 
ble? Should not his education—in Jewish and 
Labor values—be the concern of the whole Hista- 
druth and not of one group in it? 


The practical results of the discussion started 
by Katznelson’s address were resolutions advocat- 
ing the unification of the two groupings of Kvut- 
zoth and of the various organizations of academic 
youth (working youth—and there are, incidentally, 
no child labor laws in Palestine—is already organ- 
ized under the general auspices of the Histadruth 
into one body which protects its members voca- 
tionally, gives them the opportunity to study after 
working hours and prepares them for settlement 
in Kvutzoth of their own). The resolutions would, 
however, seem to be no more significant than the 
underlying philosophy expressed both in the ad- 
dress and in the ensuing discussion. ‘Zionism 
stands or falls by this second generation. It is the 
generation that will have to take the most decisive 
colonizing and political steps in Zionist history. 
It is our most important task to hand over to 
these boys and girls the rich intellectual heritage 
and the pioneering ardor of our generation.” In 
the transmission of both of these, the analysis con- 
tinues, there are tremendous difficulties abroad, 
the compulsion of bitter reality makes for readi- 
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ness to face a pioneer life, but the intellectual side 
is weak, for the old, universal, thorough Hebrew 
education has disappeared and the secular gym- 
nasium and university are largely closed to Jewish 
youth. In Palestine, on the other hand, Zionism 
has already. given youth incalculably much: school- 
ing, Hebrew culture and the Hebrew language, 
the sense of freedom, the physical health and the 
joy of life that come of living in one’s own home. 
But the glamor of study abroad robs the pioneer 
movement of too many of these young people, 
even though a minority. They become lawyers 
and doctors and public accountants and leave the 
extension of our boundaries and the building of 
our new life to the pale boys and girls from the 
dank cellars of Europe. Nothing is more impor- 
tant thana strong, unified students’ pioneer move- 
ment in Palestine, one that will keep all this human 
material for us, will develop it along the lines we 
desire but instead of giving it predigested prin- 
ciples in early childhood, will train it to think and 
decide for itself. ‘‘For of what value,” Katznel- 
son asks in words that are a tribute to the honesty 
of purpose of Labor Palestine, “‘is loyalty to a way 
of life and a philosophy of life—no matter how 
noble and fine they are—if one takes both of them 
on faith, accepting them before he is mature 
enough to judge for himself and to reach his con- 
clusions through his own inner struggle ?”’ 


Nazi Activities In The United States 


_" COUNTRY has for many years past 


been infested by foreign agents well supplied 
with money and subsidized from abroad, who are 
preaching Nazism and Fascism, and who seek to 
impose an alien ideology upon our American 
people. 

I showed repeatedly this alien menace and gave 
a very detailed story to Congress as to how well 
organized propaganda from foreign sources is 
seeking to overwhelm the American democracy. 
I showed how printed propaganda is being dis- 
seminated in this country; how foreign agents go 
about among our people preaching disloyalty and 
undermining the democracy upon which our coun- 
try was founded. 

On this question no racial or religious issue 
is involved, and it makes no difference whether 
one is a Catholic, Protestant, Mohammedan, Jew 
or follows no religion. It is purely an attempt to 
protect the American home from anti-Democratic 
propaganda. I know this menace and I know this 
propaganda, not only because for years past it 
was a part of my official activity, but because I 
receive evidence almost daily of the fact that this 
menace continues unabated, and nothing is being 
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done to prevent it. It is because of this continu- 
ous flow of propaganda and a spy system which 
has been definitely established, and the unchecked 
manner in which it is spreading, that I made it 
my duty to advocate the proposed legislation on 
the floor of the House of Representatives. 


Patriotic organizations have repatedly en- 
dorsed my proposed resolution, and all Americans 
who think that this country requires a vigorous 
defense of its institutions have supported me right 
along. The public is with me, I am sure, and 
American Labor is with me. 


A vigorous and energetic investigation will ex- 
pose to our people all these groups which seek 
to impose upon our people a form of government 
contrary to the spirit of America, and contrary to 
its democratic traditions. The situation calls for 
drastic remedies, not because the menace is new, 
but because this menace is continuing. When we 
see that men drill in foreign uniforms and take 
an oath of allegiance to a foreign ruler, and con- 
tinue to advocate Fascism and other isms directed 
against our democracy, are we to sit back and say 
“Tt can’t happen here?” 2 
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I have before me a great number of newspapers 
published abroad and sent to this country through 
the mails or smuggled in surreptitiously which 
does not stop at any amount of scurrilous and 
obscene slander directed against the head of this 
government.and the members of his Cabinet. In 
addition to this, prominent American citizens are 
vilified on the pages of these so-called newspapers, 
magazines as well as pamphlets of all kinds which 
are being sent to this country from abroad. 

The object of all this printed propaganda can 
be only to stir up trouble and dissatisfaction 
among our people, and to array one group of our 
people against the other. 

We are not advocating intervention in the home 
affairs of foreign countries. If they like the form 
of government under which they live, that is their 
own privilege. If they like to be curtailed in their 
right of free speech, free press and free public 
assembly, they are welcome to it. We do not wish 
to dictate to any nation how to govern itself, but 
if a foreign nation seeks to undermine the founda- 
tions of our own government, then it is up to us, 
members of the American Congress, to take the 
proper steps to put an end to this menace. 

Secret meetings are held at all times at which 
our government is contrasted to the government 
of that country in which our President is being 
ridiculed and our Congress maligned. 

Every ship that comes to these shores carries 
a crop of agitators who promptly desert the ship 


Jews In Baltic Lands’ 


 Skign OFFERS an excellent example of 
how a Jewish community may be destroyed 
without tumult and violence, without breaking 
heads and smashing windows and even without the 
hysteria of anti Semitism. Anti Semitic agitation 
is practically forbidden in Latvia. The supreme 
and only ruler of this small country is acquainted 
with the law and he can manipulate it in such a 
manner as to avoid entirely the “glamour” of 
anti-Semitic agitation. 

Ninety thousand Jews live in Latvia today and 
they comprise five per cent of the total popula- 
tion. In 1897 there were 142 thousand Jews in 
Latvia and they made up 7% percent of the in- 
habitants. As recently as 1930 there were 95 
thousand Jews in the country and their number 
is constantly diminishing. The ruling Latvian 
majority is growing at the expense of the Jews 
and of other national minorities. Whereas the 
Latvians constituted only 68% of the population 
before the war and they were almost exclusively 


_ * This is the third of a series of articles on the situation of the Jews 
in the central European countries. 
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and mingle with our people to engage’ in their 
subversive activities. Not only is propaganda dis- 
tributed in the form of books and pamphlets, but 
also by the living voice of hundreds of agitators 
who travel up and down this country inciting to 
revolt and preaching sedition. 


Evidence at hand proves that thousands of let- 
ters come into this country through the medium 
of the mails preaching the same doctrine of un- 
Americanism and the destruction of our cherished 
democratic institutions. 

One of these foreign agitators boasts that he 
has an army of 200,000 men in uniform who will 
take his orders and go wherever he directs them 
at any time. Shall we permit such an army to 
become a power within and fight against our very 
government? 


As a member of the Congress of the United 
States, I consider it my duty to open the eyes of 
the public to this continous flow of propaganda. 

We cannot sit supinely back and watch the un- 
dermining of the very foundations of this country 
without lifting a finger. Shall we permit this un- 
checked and unbridled abuse of our right of free 
speech to destroy the very vitals of our govern- 
ment ? 


Congress must put the searchlight of public 
opinion upon all these preachers of intolerance 
and hatred. 


®@ by Jacob Lestshinsky 


engaged in agriculture, they comprise 76% of the 
population today and they form the majority in 
many cities. Two causes contributed to this shift 
in the population: the greater natural increase 
among the Latvians as compared to that of the 
Jews and the Germans and the emigration of Jews 
from the country. The percentage of Jews in 
the cities is also decreasing. Before the war they 
accounted for 40% of the population in Dwinsk; 
in 1925, 31%; in 1935 only 24%. This change 
in Dwinsk is characteristic of the trend in other 
cities. 

In the pre war years, the cities were the back- 
bone of Jewish economic and cultural life in Lat- 
via because in many of these they were the largest 
single national group. In Dwinsk, for example, 
the non-Jewish 60% of the population was com- 
posed of four different nationalities: Russians, 
Latvians, Poles and Lithuanians. Under a dem- 
ocratic regime, such as was contemplated before 
the war, the Jews would have had a majority in 
the city administration. But reality did not con- 
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form to plan. The Latvians are the sole rulers 
and it is their policy to displace the national min- 
orities. 

Latvia instituted a large scale agrarian reform 
program. Of the three million hectares (1 hectare 
—10,000 sq. meters) which were previously in 
the possession of large German landowners, two 
million were sub-divided among the Latvian peas- 
ants. In time it became clear, however, that the 
peasants who received land and financial assist- 
ance, vocational schools and aid in marketing their 
produce, these same peasants who profited from 
the reform measures became the stronghold of 
reaction and the supporters of an unbridled chau- 
vinist policy. The sons of these well to do peas- 
ants attend the universities. Relatively there are 
today more university students in Latvia than 
there are in England. The new generation of 
educated peasants’ sons swarmed into all the ur- 
ban trades and professions. With peasant stub- 
borness and lack of regard they began to displace 
the national minorities. Over 40% of the student 
body in Latvia consists of peasants’ sons. The 
government grants them subsidies and positions 
even before they are graduated. This phenom- 
enon of the spread of education among the farm- 
ing population could have been greeted as desir- 
able if the newly educated Latvians had recog- 
nized the right of other nationalities to earn a 
livelihood. 

The process of displacing the Jews from the 
professions began even before the triumph of 
fascism in Latvia. Under Czarist rule there were 
no Jewish officials in the country. During the 
honeymoon of the Latvian republic, a few scores 
of Jews were given official positions for the rea- 
son that there were not enough Latvians capable 
of filling the posts. Later the Jewish officials were 
discharged. Among the 30 thousand government 
officials in Latvia, there were never more than 
150 Jews. Today there is not a single Jewish 
oficial in the country. Even during the years 
1930-1933 no Jewish doctor would be employed in 
the government hospitals and clinics. With the 
rise of the dictatorship, the majority of those 
Jews who still had posts were dismissed and only 
a few indispensable specialists were retained. 

The trend toward commercial callings was in- 
creasing as a natural process but the dictatorship 
accelerated it by means of special privileges for 
the Latvian businessmen and by placing hindrances 
in the path of the Jewish traders. The first step 
of the government was to take over the trade in 
agricultural produce. This measure affected all 
those who were engaged in this trade. Not only 
the Jewish exporters but also the small Jewish 
grain dealers in the small towns and the employees 
of the export firms were adversely affected. The 
government agencies which conducted the trade in 
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agricultural produce did not employ even a single 
Jew. In 1937 the government paid 150 million 
Lat to farmers for their produce. The total Lat- 
vian exports of that year amounted to 261 mil- 
lion Lat. Nearly all the agricultural exports were 
handled by the government, and yet this branch 
of trade was previously almost entirely in the 
hands of Jews. When the government assumes 
control of any branch of trade, the laborers in 
that branch are affected even more than the trad- 
ers and the manufacturers. The government ref- 
rains from employing Jews even in the unskilled 
labor of loading and hauling. Many Jews in 
Latvia heretofore derived their sustenance from 
such unskilled labor. 

The credit institutions are now almost en- 
tirely in the hands of the government. In 1936 
it granted loans to the extent of 405 million Lat, 
76% of the total credit extended in the country 
in that year. Latvian merchants and manufactur- 
ers receive loans at lower interest rates and with 
less collateral than is required of Jewish enter- 
preneurs. 

But the process of industrialization is still pro- 
ceeding at a slow pace among the Latvians. They 
lack the necessary training, the minimum capital 
outlay and the initiative which this new field of 
enterprise requires. The government therefore 
began to take over the factories. The administra- 
tion of Ulmanis passed a number of laws which 
enable it to take over any industrial establishment. 
Latvian law declares that the government may 
consider any industrial establishment to be suf- 
ficiently important for the interests of the state to 
give it the right of buying it. In 1936-7 this law 
was applied to take over a number of Jewish 
owned factories which also employed Jewish 
laborers. During these two years, plants manu- 
facturing wagons, machines, cigarettes, chocolate 
and beer were taken over. The Jewish owned 
textile plant “‘Riga-Wilna” and three other fac- 
tories were also recently acquired by the govern- 
ment which thus deprives the Jews of a branch 
of industry which they founded and developed in 
independent Latvia. 

Five years ago, when it became difficult for 
young Jews to gain admittance to the university 
and to look forward to a career in the professions, 
many of them turned to physical labor. In the 
textile factory in Riga I met scores of Jewish 
workers many of whom were graduated from high 
schools. During the past five years, this trend 
toward physical labor has become even more ac- 
centuated since prospects in commerce and in the 
professions have become even poorer than they 
were. Now the Latvian government denies Jew- 
ish youth even this outlet. One can foresee that 
the Jewish laborers as well as the Jewish officials 
and technically skilled employees will be dismissed 
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soon. The economic policies of the government 
and its actions in the past clearly indicate such a 
course. 

According to recent information the Latvian 
government is about to inaugurate the following 
industrial enterprises: a textile plant at an invest- 
ment of eight million Lat; lumber and coke plants 
for four million Lat; peat works for 314 million 
Lat; fish distributing depots for 2 million Lat and 
a bakery for 600 thousand Lat. The appetite 
grows with the eating. The more deeply the 
government becomes involved in commercial and 
industrial ventures, the greater is its desire to 
control additional economic fields. In the near 
future private enterprise may be displaced entire- 
ly. We would not feel concerned for the private 
Jewish enterpreneur if the actions of the govern- 
ment were not of such a nationalist nature. In 
practice it takes everything out of the hands of 
the national minorities and hands it to the Lat- 
vians. Without exageration we may say that over 
half the trade and industry in Latvia is now in the 
hands of the government and this process is still 
proceeding at an increasing pace. While the Jew- 
ish industrialists and businessmen receive com- 
pensation from the government for their plants, 
the Jewish workers and intellectuals remain with- 
out work and without any prospects for the 
future. 

It is therefore not surprising that the Jews of 
this small country, where no discriminatory laws 
exist and where, in theory, the Jews enjoy equal 
rights, are panicky and frantic. Jewish youth is 
afraid lest the government appropriates a few 
plants and dismisses them from their jobs. 
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We did not analyze the cooperatives in Latvia 
which are supported by the government with cre- 
dit, special privileges and freedom from taxation. 
Often one receives the impression that the co- 
operatives are no more than government stores 
operated by government officials. No independ- 
ent activity on the part of the people is noticable 
in this field. 

Since the political situation in the country is 
stagnant and there are no prospects for political 
changes, the Jewish citizens are despairing. Their 
only hope lies in emigration. It is the dream 
of every Jew and especially of the youth to emi- 
grate, but where? 

Latvia is a small country with a population of 
less than two million. It is easy to gain control 
of the economy of the land and this explains the 
rapid and successful action of the government. 
The Latvians are a cultured and capable people 
who adapt themselves rapidly to new trades. They 
learned much from the Germans when they were 
subjected to them. Jewish merchants never con- 
stituted more than one third of the businessmen 
in the country. Their share in industry was even 
smaller. In parts of the country, as in Riga, there 
was a “pale of settlement” for Jews before the 
war. During the twenty years of Latvian inde- 
pendence there came into existence large groups of 
educated and technically trained people. As a 
result it was very easy to displace the Jews from 
their economic positions without expressly legislat- 
ing against them. Calmly, without tumult and in 
a “civilized” manner the Jews were brought to 
a condition where emigration offers the only 
escape from their predicament. 


DIASPORA 








Italy: 


The legend that the Fascism of Italy is “different” from 
that of Germany has finally exploded with a bang. The 
theory of a superior Italian race which has to be protected 
from foreign admixtures is now being advocated in Italy. 
The break came when a group of Fascist scientists made a 
study of the “racial problem” under the aegis of the Italian 
Ministry of Popular Culture. Their conclusions are typical 
of the approach to this problem in Germany. The “Aryan” 
Italian race, which has achieved a high degree of homoge- 
neity, must be preserved from being contaminated by “extra 
European races’. This does not mean that Italy will evacu- 
ate Ethiopia for fear of racial contamination, But it does 
presage a campaign against the Jews of Italy. 

The official nature of the study and the great publicity 
which the Italian press accorded its findings indicate that 
its conclusions will not be held on file for some future use 
but will be applied in administrative measures in the near 
future. Steps have already been taken to eliminate Jews 
from important posts in the government and in the Fascist 
party machine. Orders have been issued that no Jews are 
to be appointed to key posts and those holding such posi- 
tions should be retired at the expiration of their terms. 
The various federations of lawyers, doctors and engineers 


have ordered a census to be taken to determine the racial 
origins of their members. 

While the Catholic church is opposed in principle to the 
racial theory and may even protest against the acceptance 


of this theory in Italy, no appreciable results may be ex- 

ed from this source. At best it will express itself in a 
ew protests. Attempting to reach some modus vivendi 
with Germany in order to alleviate the condition of the 
Catholics in that country, it is not to be expected that the 
Pope will dare to antagonize the Fascist powers by too 
strong an intercession for the Jews. 


The Jewish community in Italy, which numbers only 
about 45,000, constitutes no more than one-tenth of one 
per cent of the population of Italy. In 1930 a federation 
of Italian Jewish communities was formed with authority 
to organize the religious and cultural activities of the 
people. It was granted the right to levy taxes on the Jewish 
community. At the first conference of this federation which 
was held in 1933, the chief Rabbi, Angelo Sacerdoti, pro- 
tested against the persecution of the Jews by the German 
government and appealed to Mussolini to maintain his 
attitude of tolerance toward the Jews. Now, soon after 
the second conference of this body, the federation is faced 
with severe, imminent persecution in its own country. 
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Rumania: 


Since the arrest and conviction of Codreanu, the leader 
of the Rumanian Fascists, the government is attempting 
with all its might to placate his followers by persecuting all 
non-Fascists and the Jews come in for more than their 
share. An epidemic of trials of Jews is sweeping the coun- 
try. The slightest infraction is followed by trials and 
severe sentences whether the sin consisted in closing one’s 
store a few minutes too late or in speaking a foreign lan- 
guage. The law against foreign languages is directed 
primarily against the Russian language which was spoken 
in Bessarabia for over a century. German, French and 
English are allowed. But the law is interpreted to apply 
also to Yiddish and Hebrew and all libraries and publica- 
tions in these languages have been closed down. As a 
result a great cultural havoc has been wrought among the 
Jewish masses. 

Jewish youth is particularly hard hit by the new laws. 
The activities of the Hechalutz organization have been 


Rabbis on Palestine 


Excerpt from a paper presented by Rabbi Bernstein, 
Rochester, at the Central Conference American Rabbis, 
Atlantic City, June, 1938. 


IHE QUESTION which I overheard a little boy ask 
.4i another in front of a theatre in Tel Aviv indicated 
more clearly than anything I have ever read, heard or seen 
how well Palestine is solving this problem. The Habima 
was presenting that evening Sholom Aleichem’s comedy, 
“Hard to be a Jew”. The two little boys were looking 
at the billboard. One of them turned to the other and 
asked, ‘but why is it hard.to be a Jew.” 

Could there be more conclusive proof of how Palestine 
has washed Jews clean of their complexes and fears, of 
how it has helped them face life without timidity or assert- 
iveness, without inferiority or superiority complexes. The 
physical strength which Jews found there, the capacity to 
endure and transcend hardships, the new courage and the 
new skills, the translation of prophetic ideals into collec- 
tives and cooperatives, the enlightened labor unions and 
programs of housing and public health, the singing of 
Jews in the streets, the remarkable discipline and restraint 
and quiet strength in face of attacks all point to a healthy 
inner life. There are external difficulties as in these dis- 
turbed times all people are faced with external difficulties, 
but inwardly there is peace and strength. 

One cannot sufficiently stress the significance of the con- 
tribution which Labor Zionism is making to Jewish eco- 
nomic health. Today anti-Semitism is largely the product 
of economic causes. Not only in the United States, but 
in every land in which there is a substantial Jewish popula- 
tion, the Jew finds himself, owing to historic causes over 
which he had no control, in the precarious middle class, 
ground to economic dust in every crisis between the upper 
and lower millstones of the economic life. The causes and 
the results seem to be unvarying. It is a vicious circle 
from which the Jew has not been able to escape. Of all 
Jewish forces, labor Zionism alone penetrates to the 
causes in order to change the results. It alone is making a 
sincere, constructive and successful effort to change the eco- 
nomic habits and status of the Jew. It alone has given 
manual! labor a dignity which is desperately needed for the 
economic health of a sick people. It alone has learned to 
translate the ideals of prophetic Judaism into the realities 
of life, and by its collectives and cooperatives, its statesman- 
like trade unions, its great programs of education, housing, 
public health, has animated the empty phrases of social 
justice with living strength. And by ing these enter- 
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suspended. Whenever a few young Jewish people meet, 
they are arrested for breaking the law against public demon- 
strations without a permit. Hundreds of young people 
that have heretofore participated in Zionist activity are thus 
sentenced to ahanek idleness and despair. 

Rumania is suffering from an economic crisis. But the 
condition of the Jews is still further aggravated by special 
laws that are passed against them. While the laws do not 
specifically mention the Jews the result is the same. House 
to house selling in the villages was prohibited. A law 
was passed requiring every merchant, even the least of the 
retail dealers, to know the Rumanian language. The trade 
in grain and fruit, which was a major source of Jewish 
income, has been taken out of their hands by the govern- 
ment which now undertakes the functions of a middleman. 
The official reason given is that it is necessary to liberate 
the Christian farmer from Jewish exploitation. The critical 
condition of the Jews is thus growing more acute from day 


to day. S. ETHELSON. 


prises successful, it has not only offered an attractive induce- 
ment to Jews to participate but also has presented an inspir- 
ing and practical example of the cooperative life on a 
voluntary basis. In a period of darkness for the Jew it is 
the one glaming light and ray of hope. It is almost 
alone a justification for the faith that the God of Israel 
does not sleep nor slumber. 

Recently a young man came to one of the Kvutzot in 
Palestine and asked for permission to remain awhile. They 
told him he could stay if he would work. And so he set- 
tled there and remained for a year. As he was ready to 
depart, he confessed that he was a Christian missionary and 
had come there hoping to convert them. “But I have 
learned,” he said, “that there is nothing that I can add to 
your lives.” 

It is well that we Reform Jews be appreciative of that 
achievement, for it alone gives some justification to our 
talk about our Jewish mission to bring righteousness and 
justice to mankind. The middle class members of our 
congregations tend to follow the economic interests of their 
own class. Since 1933 there has been increasing timidity, 
verging almost on panic, about the Jews’ position. There 
is not more but less advocacy of social justice. In Palestine 
alone, among consciously Jewish forces, is social justice a 
reality. 

And yet we know that Palestine is not the answer to the 
problems of world Jewry. Physically it can accommodate 
only a small percentage of, the entire Jewish population. 
The great majority of Jews will continue to live in the 
other lands of the world. To say that they cannot be 
happy in them, that they must consider themselves in 
exile would be faithless to the universalistic ideals of 
Judaism and to the principles of democracy. Ardent Zion- 
ist though I am, I shall insist not merely on physical pro- 
tection but on the full rights of Jew in every land. And 
yet I face the fact that the Jews will continue to be a 
distinct group in the countries in which they live. 

Excerpt from Report of Rabbi Samuel Wohl. 

For many years Zionism was a controversial issue in 
the Conference and ideologically it still is, but there can 
be little controversy about the present importance of 
Palestine to world Jewry. Palestine has accepted more 
Jewish emigres during the present crisis than all the other 
countries of the world combined. A great community of 
425,000 souls has been established there. Gleaming cities 
have been reared on what were once desolate sand dunes. 
Barren hills and swampy valleys have been covered with 
fields and orchards. 
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Equally important to world Jewry has been the rich 
cultural and spiritual life recreated in the new Palestine. 
This should be of special interest and significance to Rabbis. 
They are concerned with the Hebrew Renaissance; in Pales- 
tine the language has been revived. It is the medium of 
instruction in schools and of conversation in the homes. In 
it are written many news a oy periodicals and books. 
In it are presented remarkable plays, concerts, lectures. 
Rabbis are interested in the observance of Jewish cere- 
monies and holidays; in Palestine these have come to life 
again. The celebration of festivals is not artificial but 
very genuine and deeply moving. New forms have been 
created to meet modern conditions. New songs and dances 
have been composed to express the spirit of the holidays. 
All of these have a vital message for world Jewry. Rabbis 
are concerned with social justice and peace. In Palestine 
the attempt is being made by a large section of the Jewish 
population to create a social order free from injustices and 
exploitation. The cooperatives and collectives, trade 
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unions, the housing and maritime projects, the national 
ownership of land, all of these and many other manifesta- 
tions of the new life have a message of applied social 
justice for the Jewry of the world. The remarkable self- 
discipline of the Yishuv in the face of vicious attacks is 
an inspiring example of discipline, self-restraint and prac- 
tical pacifism. 

It should be clear, then, that Eretz-Israel is creating new 
Jewish spiritual values which can fructify and strengthen 
Jewish life throughout the world. It is in the interest 
of Rabbis to bring these values to American Jews. They 
will prove to be an ever increasing source of strength and 
faith to American Jewry. Therefore it is important that 
the Synagogue come closer to those mainstreams of Jewish 
— life now issuing from Palestine. To achieve this 
objective a Committee should be organized which will keep 
in touch with all the developments of spiritual and cultural 
significance in Palestine and will interpret and organize 
these for the benefit of Jewish religious life in America. 


BOOKS 


FACTS, CAUSES AND SOLUTIONS 


PEOPLE AT BAY: The Jewish Problem in East Central 
Europe, by Oscar I. Janowsky, with a Preface by Morris 
R. Cohen. Oxford Unibersity Press, pp. 193. N. Y. 
1938. $1.75. 


Professor Janowsky of the Department of History, C. C. 
N. Y., has for the third time in five years written on prob- 
lems affecting Jews. The Jews and Minority Rights 
(Columbia University Press, 1933) was followed by Inter- 
national Aspects of German Racial Policies (in collabora- 
tion with Melvin M. Fagen, Oxford University Press, 
1937), and now the title under review. Few academic 
scholars are more familiar with contemporary Jewish prob- 
lems, fewer still have applied to these problems the tech- 
niques of historio-sociological field research. 

People at Bay is a brief, incisive book giving the “Facts” 
(Pt. I), the “Causes’’ (Pt. II) and the “Solutions” (Pt. 
III) about the Jewish problem in East Central Europe. 

The facts of the problem reveal a state of social and 
economic catastrophe for the overwhelming majority of 
the five and a half million Jews in the twelve states created 
for the most part by the War Treaties. The plight of 
these millions of Jews is, relative to the rest of the popu- 
lation, greater; their despair of the future more tragic. No 
one can deny the existence of a steady, inexorable “cold 
pogrom”’, i. e., economic elimination, consciously practised 
against them as a special section of the population by the 
dominant majority. 


Professor Janowsky finds four major causes for this: 

1. The Heritage of the Past: Jewish abnormality in eco- 
nomic life—deprived of “land”, forced into petty trade, 
artisan and professional enterprises, primarily urban. 

2. Middle Class Nationalism: Post-war fascism and état- 
ism (state capitalism in quasi-dictatorial states) institute 
not only cultural and economic control for the majority 
group but also rationalize industry in order to compete 
with other states or else to become independent of other 
states. In this process Jewish professionals and artisans 
are eliminated; Jewish workers—aunless protected by unions 
—are progressively replaced; Jewish petty traders are 
liquidated by state control over commerce. 

3. World Economic Depression: Everything that is done 
in the light of the second cause is intensified because of the 
third. The Jewish petty bourgeoisie suffer through infla- 
tion, increased urban taxation, limitation on the right (i. e. 
licenses) to do business. Inevitably the lower middle class, 


and ey the lower Jewish middle class, is expro- 
tiated. 

4, The Jew becomes once again the scapegoat as ‘‘normal” 
anti-Semitism is fanned by recurrent crises and particularly 
by the — brand of German (and now Italian) 
Fascism. In this framework, the defenses of Jewry are 
poor because as a minority it has no homogeneity of politi- 
cal and economic outlook or media for organized and uni- 
fied action. 


From this point on, “solutions” are examined and of- 
fered. Janowsky lumps together as equally unsatisfactory 
for group solutions (though he admits psychological bene- 
fits) the Messianic hope of orthodox Judaism and the “dis- 
tant future” of the uncompromising collectivist. Both, he 
holds, are millennial. Collectivism offers no immediate 
solution for these Jews, and if it should triumph it could 
not accommodate the Jewish petty trader or Jewish national- 
cultural traditions. Assimilationism in all but religion and 
parochial charity, as well as complete assimilationism in- 
cluding religion has, he holds, obviously failed, particularly 
in Germany and East Central Europe. 


Thus, all that remains, the author would have us believe, 
are the palliatives of relief, retraining, resettlement, emi- 
gration and Palestine—as a partial solution. 


It will be readily recognized that the third part of the 
Book on solutions is markedly below the standard of 
thought and fact of the first two parts. Janowsky is appar- 
ently clearly aware of the economic causes—as the major 
though not exclusive factors—in the making of these 
conditions. He is aware that petty tradesmen necessarily 
are forced out, sooner if they are Jews—later otherwise. 
He perceives, though not too clearly, that autarchist and 
fascist states as well as liberal capitalist ones are creating 
conditions which must eventuate either in new wars, new 
crises, newer fascisms or cooperative commonwealth. Yet 
he disregards the logic of his evidence, because, he main- 
tains, socialist collectivism does not provide an immediate 
solution and because it would declass and fail to provide 
immediately for the Jewish petty trader. Could not a so- 
cialist society more easily than the American Joint Dis- 
tribution Committee (source of relief funds) retrain and 
normalize the economic life of Jewish professionals, ar- 
tisans, and petty traders! The question is rhetorical, 
especially in the light of the experience of the communes in 
Palestine and of the work of the Histadruth (Palestine 
Federation of Labor). The example of Russian Com- 
munism is not a necessary guide for socialist action. 
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Janowsky in his search for realism is too “realistic”. 
Only a naive utopian will deny the need for immediate 
support to millions of suffering Jews. But to assume that 
the present order, with its fascist and other reactionary 
tendencies, is a permanent feature of society is an un- 
realistic surrender to a form of intellectual despair all too 
prevalent among thinking Jews today. Socialist action and 
perspective are complementary to the individual needs of 
the day and are not to be delegated to the realm of millenial 
alternative. 

The solution does not and should not exclude the pres- 
ent efforts at relief, reconstruction or provision of places 
of refuge for those who need them. But the solution 
must be a fundamental one—emancipating the expropriated 
and exploited and providing for them a thoroughly normal 
situation in their own land; thus enabling them to work 
out their cultural destiny as one among the cooperative 
commonwealths of the world. 

FRANK N. TRAGER. 


DARE WE LOOK AHEAD? The Macmillan Co. $2.00. 

This musical comedy title introduces the Fabian Lectures 
for 1937. As it is printed—red and black on a yellow 
jacket, it is undoubtedly intended to point a challenge and 
a question at a timorous public. There is nothing in the 
book to justify such a challenge. The writers might as 
well ask each other “Dare we look ahead?” and the answer 
would still remain uncertain. 

There are three essays on the threat of war. The first 
of these, “The War Horizon” by Vernon Bartlett is in- 
gratiating journalism. Some of his views, such as his 
belief in conscription as a method of combatting the 
potentialities of fascism in an upper class army, show 
an independence of the insular prejudices of English 
Socialism and an acceptance of certain unproved European 
assumptions. ? 

Sir Stafford Cripps on war is an uninspired class-strug- 
gle doctrinaire who keeps artfully suppressed the ethical 
pacifism which is . supposed to be his redeeming virtue. 
He would be in favor of a workers’ rearmament and a 
collective security guaranteed by workers’ governments in 
France, Russia, and England. All this, of course, is ut- 
terly irrelevant to the problem of looking ahead. 

The good essays in this book were written by G. D. H. 
Cole, Harold J. Laski and Herbert Morrison. The first 
two named show how beneficial to radical thinkers is the 
existence of a solid, academic, bourgeois, professional class 
conscientiously engaged in building up a scientifically 
respectable superstructure upon the class interests of the 
bourgeoisie. Cole’s essay upon “The Economic Con- 
sequences of War Preparation” and Laski’s upon “The 
Outlook for Civil Liberties” are sound in method and sure 
in their background of a long academic tradition of re- 
search. 

Morrison presents a sagacious version of Social Dem- 
ocratic gradualism in his essay on “Socialism To-Day’’ 
His assumption for the purpose of this essay that all things 
will sabably remain equal makes his speech rather use- 
less as guidance in the future. 

It is of course regrettable that the essays which are 
dependable in this collection are those which look ahead 
for the shortest space. The two facts are not necessarily 
connected. Laski or Cole, or perhaps even Morrison might, 
with an effort have safely looked ahead even further. 
With a larger dose of daring they might even have looked 
ahead so far that their findings might have been really 
useful and significant. If this is not done than we are 
condemned perpetually to read books in which imagina- 
tion is divorced from realism, in which the daring 
analysts try to observe a solar eclipse through smoked 
glasses, and those who are equipped with telescopes keep 
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them focussed on what is taking place on the next corner. 
BEN HALPERN 


Trade Unions Convene for Palestine 


The Trade Union Division of the National Labor Com- 
mittee for Palestine has issued a call for a special con- 
ference of all Jewish Trade Unions in Greater New York 
to be held on Tuesday Evening, August 9th, 1938, at the 
Pennsylvania Hotel. 

‘In its call the Trade Union Division states: 

“Enemies of the Jewish people are seeking to annihilate 
the Jewish Settlement. It is weii known that certain fore- 
ign powers, those who are responsible for Fascism and 
anti-Semitism, for dictatorships and the war menace, 
are organizing, financing and instigating the terrorist 
hands in Palestine. 

“The constructive work of the Jews has resulted in pro- 
gress and prosperity not only for themselves but also for 
the Arab people. The Histadrut, the Jewish Labor Fed- 
eration, has spared no efforts to organize the Arab work- 
ers and to elevate their economic and cultural levels. That 
has aroused the wrath of the effendis and exploiters of the 
Arab workers, who seek to perpetuate their rule by 
stirring up race-hatred and dissention between the Arabs 
and the Jews. The present tragic situation is due to them 
as well as to the hostile Fascist powers. 

“The spirit of our comrades is such that while men and 
women are injured and killed, new colonies are being 
built. There is no discouragement or resignation. Instead 
there is hope and confidence. The best guarantee that the 
Jewish settlement is firm and unshakable is the fact that 
the Histadrut, the Jewish labor movement, is the dominat- 
ing force in Jewish Palestine. 

“Fellow Workers! Tens of thousands of Jewish refugees 
from Germany have found homes in Palestine; also many 
thousands from other countries. Large numbers of victims 
of anti-Semitism and Hitlerism, in various parts of the 
world, look to Palestine as to their only salvation. We 
must uphold the hands of the brave pioneers in Palestine 
and show the enemies that the Jewish settlement cannot 
be destroyed!” 


a New Books For 
~~ A Worker’s Library 





® DARE WE LOOK AHEAD? 


An important meat-y symposium on the present state of 
affairs and the future prospect by such writers as 
Bertrand Russell, Vernon Bartlett, G. D. H. Cole, 
Herbert Morrison. $2.00. 


*JAPAN IN CHINA 


By T. A. Bisson 


“Here at last is a book than can be recommended with- 


out reservation as the most authoritative study of the 


present Far Eastern conflict—its background, develop- 


ment and tendency.” $3.00. THE NATION. 


At all bookstores. 
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LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 











SUMMER SEMINAR 


Our summer Seminar opened its 
third annual season at the Hechalutz 
Farm, Cream Ridge, N. J., on July 1st 
and will continue until Sept. 5th. This 
cultural institution of the League, 
which has now been established on a 
permanent basis, has become the meet- 
ing ‘place for our members and friends 
during their summer vacation. The 
Hechalutz Farm, with its modern ac- 
commodations in the midst of rustic 
beauty and permeated with a Pales- 
tinian pioneer spirit, is the ideal place 
for the Seminar. In the past year, 
over 500 people attended the sessions 
in the course of the summer. The 
present season has already shown a 
considerable increase in attendance 
over the same period of last year. 

The lecture series was opened by 
Dr. Samuel Wohl, national president 
of the League, with a talk on “Our 
People in Dispersion”. The various 
Jewish cultural and economic centers 
throughout the ages of our long dias- 
~~ were reviewed and interpreted 

y the speaker. This was followed by 
a lecture on “The Jewish Labor Move- 
ment”, by Abraham G. Duker, young 
historian and writer. ‘“‘Social Ideals 
in the Bible” was the topic of Dr. 
Robert Gordis’ lecture. Dr. Gordis, 
who is an authority on the subject, 
developed the fundamental principles 
of Jewish social life in ancient Pales- 
tine and their bearing on modern 
concepts of social justice. Dr, Walter 
Bernard, discussed the relationships of 
“The Individual and the Group” and 
its implications on the question of na- 
tionalism. Dr. H. L. Gordon, scholar, 
lecturer and traveler, gave a fascinat- 
ing account of the life of our people 
in the lands around the Mediterranean 
Sea, notably in Italy. Mr. M. Mos- 
covitz, writer on contemporary events, 
analyzed the position of our people 
in Central Europe, and Dr. Joseph 
Dunner, novelist and lecturer, review- 
ed the story of the Jews in Western 
Europe. This was the series of ‘the 
first week of our Seminar . . . present- 
ing a living picture of our people in 
many lands, their economic and social 
status, their ideals, hopes and aspira- 
tions. 

The second series was opened by 
Ludwig Lore, columnist of the New 
York Post and authority on inter- 
National affairs, with a lecture on 
“Post-War European Politics and the 
United States”. Mr. Lore treated the 
subject with remarkable lucidity, hav- 
ing discussed the attitude of the U. S. 
A. government toward major events 
of European affairs and the consequent 
development of internal politics in 


this country. Dr. Uri Zvi Engelman, 
scholar and author, presented illumin- 
ating findings of his research on “The 
American Jewish Family”. Rose N. 
Stoloff, teacher of economics, spoke on 
“The Cooperative Movement”, with 
special emphasis on Palestine. Rabbi 
Isidor B. Hoffman, student adviser at 
Columbia University, discussed ‘The 
American Jewish Student” of today, 
and Harold J. Jonas, student of Amer- 
ican History, gave an historical review 
of ‘Reactionary Movements in Amer- 
ica”. Passing from the American 
scene to Palestine, Dr. Isaac B. Berk- 
son, instructor at City College of New 
York, and former head of the Educa- 
tional Department of the Vaad Leumi 
in Jerusalem, lectured on “Education 
in Palestine”. On Sunday, July 17th, 
Herzl Memorial Day was observed, 
and Dr. Emanuel Gamoran, educator 
and author, spoke on “Theodor Herzl, 
the Man and His Work”. The lecture 
series continued on week-ends during 
July. Aaron O. Weinberg, lecturer 
and instructor, presented a compara- 
tive study of “Labor Organizations in 
Palestine and America”. Miss Shlo- 
mit Flaum, author and traveler of Pal- 
estine, described the life of ‘The Jews 
in India’. Benedict Wolf, former 
secretary of the NLRB, gave an illum- 
inating talk on “Labor and the New 
Deal’’, and Moshe Halevi, Director of 
“Ohel”, Labor Theatre in Tel Aviv, 
spoke on “The Drama and the The- 
atre in Palestine”. 





THE NEW YORK COUNCIL 
Presents 
THEATRE PARTY 
at 
Maurice Schwartz’ Theatre 
Seventh Avenue, at 59th Street 


“THREE CITIES” 
b 
Sticteen Asch 


Saturday Night, Dec. 3rd 


Tickets available in the office of the 
League 
275 SEVENTH AVE. WAtkins 9-5288 











The concert program of this period 
was of high artistic calibre. Zvi Zeit- 
lin, brilliant young violinist, and Mrs. 
Dorothy Neiman, pianist, appeared in 
the first concert. Olga Paul, mezzo- 
soprano, and Edith Harkavy, pianist, 
rendered a selection of folk-songs of 
many nations. Werner Lywen, assist- 
ant concertmaster of the Metropolitan 
Opera House and Salvatore Ley, pian- 
ist, gave a memorable performance 
of classical music; R. Ben Ari of the 
Moscow “Habimah” presented humor- 
ous dramatic sketches, and Abraham 
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Klar, director of the Palestine Hebrew 
Theatre, appeared in “Biblical Recita- 
tions”. This was our intellectual and 
artistic treat of the first period of the 
Seminar. But there was something 
more expressed in the program, some- 
thing which cannot be described in 
tangible terms, and that is, the spirit 
of friendship, congeniality and one- 
ness of purpose that prevailed through- 
out. Strangers who came to the Sem- 
inar for the first time, immediately 
felt at home, the moment they stepped 
on the grounds of the camp. This 
communal spirit manifested itself pri- 
marily in the group singing and danc- 
ing of the Hora, at campfires, after 
concerts and other occasions, The 
staff which ably conducted these spe- 
cial activities; Av Soltes, Rose L. 
Kornblatt, Leon Kronish and Abe 
Pollack, contributed in no small degree 
to the success of the program. An- 
other outstanding feature of the Sem- 
inar was the cooperative participation 
of the members and guests in the 
promotion of the activities. And last, 
but not least, was the pioneer collec- 
tive spirit introduced by the Halutzim 
of the Farm, which reflected the life 
and ideals of Labor Palestine. 


THE SEconp Periop 

The Seminar and camp is open all 
summer, on week days as well as on 
week-ends until after Labor Day. The 
week-end programs of lectures and 
concerts are a continuation of the first 
period, and are leading into the Sec- 
ond Seminar Period which will begin 
Friday, August 19th and end Friday, 
Sept. 2nd. The lecture series of this 
period will cover “LABOR PALES- 
TINE”, and “JEWISH CREATIONS 
IN ART AND LITERATURE”, Dur- 
ing the week of August 19th to 26th, 
the following lectures will be given: 
“The Histadrut and Its Financial In- 
stitutions”, Abraham Revusky; “Jew- 
ish Labor Movement in Palestine’, 
Dr. Alexander S. Kohanski; ‘Parties 
in Zionism”, Leib Glantz; “Youth 
Organizations in Palestine’, Aaron 
Horowitz; “Labor Zionism in Amer- 
ica”, Professor Hayim Fineman; 
“Nachman Syrkin and His Followers’’, 
Moshe Cohen. The second week, 
August 27 to Sept. 2nd, will have the 
following lectures: ‘““A. D. Gordon”, 
Moshe Feinstein and Dr. A. S. Kohan- 
ski; “Bialik and His Contemporaries”, 
Moshe Feinstein; “Architecture in 
Palestine”, Norwin Lindheim; ‘Near 
Eastern Civilizations”, Dr. I. Keyfitz; 
“Seminar Session on the Cultural Pro- 
gram of the League”. 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


a. 


i 


= 


9 Hole Golf Course—Tennis and Handball 
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LABOR DAY WEEK-END 
September 2nd to 5th 


LEAGUE SUMMER SCHOOL 
HECHALUTZ FARM. CREAM RIDGE, N. J. 


CHESTERS ZUNBARG 
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“Humor of Sholom Aleichem” 
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“Observations on Mexico” 
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Former Prima Donna 
Palestine Hebrew Opera 


$10.00 for 3 days; $3.50 a day 
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MISS POLLOCE 


In The Mountains 


Whether you worship muscle or artful pleas 
ane, or both, you'll find the ZUNBARG the 
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